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Why AAUW'S Voter
Education Campaign
ls Critical

ElectionDly 2004 Tuesday,
Nov. 2-is jusr .mund rhe
come.. And with yoB suppon,
women s voices will again be
heard tkough AAIIW\ Vorer
Education CaDpaign.

Srnce 1995 AAI-IW has
codducted voter education aDd
get-our-rhe-vob acrivities io
armost every sble. For the 2O0O
eletions alorc, AALIW
members and their coalition
pdtners reached 2 nillion
drop-off wohen vote.s in
136 congressional disrricc

The canpaign has achieved
success itr educaliDg womcn
volers on th€ issues ar stakeas
well as irc.eaing women'!
activism narionwide, reruiring
and reraining AAUW meobe6.
JbrBing divo6e pannnships,
incrssing visibilily, and

What You Can Do

lnfom Women Voters
While the mke-up of Congress
's sonewhat differeni ftom
when AAUW s cadpaien b€aan
in 1995, mny issues remain ar
srake for women and fmilies.
The cnent ongressiosal
lendership j@prdizes women\
rightF reprodlctive choice.
equiiy in education and rhe

workptace, heallh ce, tud
more-r every rm.
I.fom women of the issu6 at
state. Join AALrtv henbers and
Pattntrs to ger the wo.d out.

ri Kep worien vote6
informed through c?r tre
racrr. Dis6ibut€d by the
Wonen\ Network for
Chmg€, a nationwide
@alition, lhese tllx and e-
mail al€ns let lhosands of
women know how tte
issu€s in Congress aff€ct

6 E Bail menbers of
Coogress wilh AAUW\
Two-Minute Activist,
Iocaled on tfie web at
httn//crlwizob/Bau h
s4d

A Hold issue foroms on social
s@uity reform, welfee
rquahoriu ation, Title D(,
dd judicial noninations, as
prt of (he issue educarion
progrd sponsored by

t! O.Canize letter writing
campaigns to Demben of
Congress rnd editor oi
local dd n ioral nedia

Get Out the Wonen's Vote
As we near the 2004 eletions,
gef up to gel out lhe women s

* Mail and distribute
AAIIW\ infomative,
nonpetisan voier guids.

lt Hold poblic candidate

f. Organize phone bmks ro
cont&t women and
encouage them to vote.

* Use pdtnerships with
diverse orgdnizations io
infom a broad cross
section ofwomen on the

Rasources You Can Use
Loa onto AAIJW'S websire at
http://nrw.aauw.orslakeacti
odvecAn fo. these r€so@s.
(Rsows m fre uless

'& Get the Fa.ts ^\qls,to
shde with colleagues and
friends md dissemimie itr

* Actios AIe.t, A?'UW s
montt y public policy
.ewslett€r ($zolyear or fiee
lo members on AAUW'S

t Two-Misut Activisl,
*h€re yoq c3 send e-mails
to membqs of Congrss

* Position papqs on AAI-IW

n Voring r.cords for you
membeF ofCoDsress

A AALrW Public Policy
Progm in EDBlish and
in Spdish

For noft iDfore.tion lbout rhe AAttW Vot.r
Edootiotr CrmpliB4in.lndirgho{-to
Mreri.ls ard iote. guid. t oplet6, conh.t
A,{uW's Pubuc Policy D.p,rtuent (800/608-
5286, votend@aauw.@l or comgt€tc .lip,
and .eturn lhis e(pon ro the add6s belos.

Addras

AAUWMember? Y N

tr Ys, siBn me up for Ger rlu e F44rr alerrs !

Pledc iend be the folloeing infonarioh (check

E How tojoinAAIIIV
ll How to g€t out the vote
E Brechs dd actiaitiesin my communiry

t:r orher
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Building Coalitions for Voter Education and
Get-Out-the'Vote (GOTV) Activities

Workine in coalition with a wide cange of 4iverse organizations on activities such as voter educatjon

"ffrn",_!*oiat* *a issue forums, ind dlssemrnating voter guides allows you 10 tlke on larger

ir"i*,", *o"rt -.t" a"mbers of your coflmunity, increas€ AAUW membership' 3nd gain visibility'

ii"i^,"""., O.- u." i-ponanr legal guidelines to keep in mitd when building coali(ons for voter

education a'ld COTV activities.

Building vola. Guide Coalitiotr&-sol (c) ..rreh&t??
na"u*"_non-p-Rr oaganizations with dfferEnt lax status€s ar€ subj€ct to differcnt legal rules for

voter eOrrcation and 6TV activities, it is imPgnant to review AAUW'S legal guidelines (available

in the appendix of this manual or on the AAUW website Member Center at www aauw'org)'

Therc are three rnain cetegories of non'lirofit tax ststus;

l. 5Ol (c) (3) (otganizalions such as the AAUW Educational Foundation' for whom
donarions are lax.deductible). j

2. 5Ol (c) (4) (lax sratus held by the Association).

3.5Ol(c)(4)withpoli t icalactioncodrmittee(PAC)(some50t(c)(4)o'gaDizationshave
PACS, th.ough which lhey make financial donations lo candidates).

l

Rules to Remember
As stated in the AAUW l-egal Cuideliries, the only organizations fhat can legally panicipale in voter
guide and GOTV activities are 501(c) (4) organizations tbat, like AAUW' do not coordinate with

candid{tes, PACS, or political parties.

AAIIW caL plan candidate or ksuc lotams vitl organizotioLs that haee 507(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) 'otc
status. But AAIIW can br.ild voter gaae coatition$ @hltith oryani?atiorts that:

llave NOT endorsed candidates in lhe districl;

Have 501(c) (4) tax status: and

Do NOT have a political action cornmitree (PAC).

Organizatioas thd an classifud as 501(c)(i) cannot parTi.ipate in votcr g.t le efrotts.
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of organizstions and their tax

Oreanization
I-eague of Women Vote6
Interfaith Alliance
ho-Choice Network
ACLU
National Council of Negro Women
MANA, (A Larina organization)
Refired Teacher's Association
Pro-Choice Network
AFL CIO
NOW
Parent-Teacher Association
Gay and Lesbian Alliance
NAACP
YWCA
American Association of People
with Disabiliries (AAPD)

501(cX4) and PAC
50r(cX3)
501(cX3 )
50r(cX4)
501(c)(4) and PAC
s01(cX4)
501(c)(4) andPAC
s01(cX3)
501(cX4) and PAC
5o1(c)(4) and PAC
501(cX3)
501(cX3)

Tax Status
501(cX4)
s01(cX3)
PAC

LocallNatiodal
both
both
local
both
both
both
both
local
both
both
local
local
both
both
national

When building your coalition, reach out to a broad raDge of orgenizgtions.
Consider the following:

/ I-ocal organizations that have no Dational affiliation-
/ Any non-partisa.n organization that you know is doing voter education work.
y' organizations representing people ofcolor.
/ Orgarizations representing those with disabilities.
y Organizations working on AAIIW pdority issues €ducation, reproductive

rights, civil dghts, and workplace issues.

IJ you have questions about coalition buimiry or other aspects of AAUW's tegal gui-delines,
contact the AAIJW Public Policy Departne t at 800/608 5286 or votered@aauw.org.
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AAtIVtr Voter Guides

AAUWS voter guides provide non-partisan itrformation about candidale positions on AAIfw's

pdority issues. Issues important to womcn and families are very much at stake in the 20M elections.

aheEfore it is vital that womer vote, and that they go to the polls knowing whele the candidates
stand on the issues such as education, Social Security and Medicare r€forl'' and civil and
reproductive rights.

AAIJW will provid€ the materials and suppor! you need to Pmduce professional voter guides for
federal elections in your state. The step-by-step infsrmation below will help you gel gtarted.

Steo 1: Voter Guide Templates

N
for state and

Ter|Ipl,lte Q& A

Q: Eou, is ,he te plale senl to me?
A; The Public Policy Departm€nt will mail the tetnplates on a computer disk to those who r€quest
lhem, enabling AAUW membeF to add the positions of challengers elecEonically The guid$ can
then be printed at a local copy shop (see sample guide in the appendix of this msnual)

Q: Who rcsearches lhe candidalz positior62
-A.' For congressional races, AAUW will fiu in the incumbent's positions on lhe guide- Those
requesting the guide are rcsponsible for rcdearching th€ positions of chal)eagers. Morc itfo(mation
on research i6 included below.

Q: When shouu I s//,n m! rcsearch?
,4.' Although the templates arc usually made available to SPPCS for distribution to branches in July
or Augu6t of an election year, yo$r research of candidate positions on AAUW priority issues can
stsrt as soon as cardidates declar€ lieir candidacy,

Step 2t Build s te3m
Find othe. AAIJW rnembers ir your area who Eight be interested in helping wi(h

voter guide project. Delegatilg wort and establishing a network of members
lhe

will
rnake your voter guide prcject easier and morc effective. Consid€r identifying one
pe$on iD each congrcssional district who will rcad the paper 6nd tmck other news
sources for informaLion on likely candidates for Congress alld their posjtioffi on

AAUW priority issues.

Sec page 49-50 of this hanaal for detdiled infotmation on legal gaidelines Jor wor.'<ing in
coalitinn on viiter guides,

Amaican Association of University Women '

Each federal election year, AA(JW creates temPlates that statcs lmd branches cao use
to create voter guides. Th€ Public Policy Depattmenr identifres key AAUW priority
issues that arc the basis fo. the guides, and develops a temPlate using these issues for
specific congressiona.l races upon member request. Although tcdplat€ issucs ate
based on congressional votes, rnembe$ csn use th€m as a guid€ to create voter guides

local mccs as well,
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AAI-]W I-egal Guidelines for Election Activities
AAUW Policy on Candidates for Office
AAIIW Guidelines for Candidates for public Office
AAI V Policy on Use of Name and Logo

If you have any questions about voter education activities or AAttW,s poiicies, please contact
AAUW Public Policy Staff at 1-800 608-5286 or vorercd @ aauw.ors.

Saep J: Nuts and Bolts-ltuow the Rul€r

candidate(s) on the isEues ljsted in the voter zuide.

Be sure to review the information on the rule6 goyerning all AAftW yoter education
and GOTV activities. Refer ro the following documenrs, all of which are included in rhe
appendix of this manual and available on the AAIJW website Member Center.

According to the Federal Election Commission (FEC), voter guides must use sources
of information that are in the public domaiD. For congressional mces, public

policy slaf l  wil l  document incumbent posrtrons by lookrng at rheir votetin
Con$ess, and will prcvide the record of those votes to the rcsearcher in your

district. The researcber's task, in coordination with other members and coalition
partners, will be to document the positions of the challenger or non-incumbent

According to the Federaf Election Commission (FEC), vorer guides like What's at Stakeforwomen
irl 20d4 must use sources of information that are in the public domain to document candidate
POSitronS.

Public domain sourc€s includ€:
/ Candidate advertisemenrs
y' Candidate speech€s made at a public event
t/ Positions stated during public candidate forums
v Media (print or broadcas0 stories that quote the candidates or their spokespeBons
v Campaign position papers
r' Candidate's website, letters, leaflets, brochures. or newslerte$
v_ Candidate's votes on state or local legislation
v Infomation from trusted sources posted on the Intemer (see examples on page 55 of this manual)

Examples of non-public domain sources that may lllEl be used to document a candidate
position for AAITW voter guides iDclude:
Comments made by a candidate in a private se(ing (for example, at a private party or fundraising
event not operl to the public).
Comments made privaiely to you or another individual in a private or public setting.
Information obtained through direct and private contact with the cand;da(e or his/her staff.
regardless of\|ho initiates the contact.

Documentation. It is not necessary to include the souce of each position on the euide itself.
However, it is importana that you keep a record of rhe documenration for each positron so rhat you
are able to provide sources and answer any questions that might arise.
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Step5: Fill ir theBla s
E? onc€ you have estabrsneo posrdons for the ",11t:T^:l-y.:"'f,:,:33#flr311' tn"

ilfi iifi .ill;ir**:::'ffi illp*"kJflf i,X",f"#j"#.,
locate one or even two positions for a canc

position as "unknown."

Step 6: Dis|fibute Voter Gutded Itr lour CoEmunitv

R- turrJw s goar ,s ro ,ea"n wo*-i-ii6-6Gy": **ld T]-!:l:1cc:'-'"::*Ty:i
ff;JJu?ffffi;n"" v* r,"u" *o'pra'a vour voter.suides' make -T 9":v:'
ii"Juo* ,L"-, noa.i*, to Ailtw mernbers' bul also to coalition Paltnets and as riatry

;;;;;;ili; ilfu communitv se'e pase 54 of this manual tor informarion on

voter guide distribution.

lvhat About Qu€sdoDn'ires

AAUW .loe! trol recondend tbat rcsesrch€rs cruate questionrdres to get

i"f""tr"ti"a fa" voler grrides bec8sse of stlingen! non-coordinaliofl guidehnes and

t"".r* ttt"V "* "f,"t *iet retumed by the candidates lD addition' when qu€stiotnaires

are used, candidate rcsponses must be pridted in their entiEty'

Positions from c$didatc queslionndires qy olhcr organizations clay not be used in vot€(

surdes ,rrless the quesriod;alre is "in the pDblic donaln " Thus' if $e responses to a

i*tiio-oit "onio","d by another organizalion are published in thc newspaper or on th€

I;temet, they !r€ consider€d "pDblic" and may b€ u6ed in voGr guides'
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Distrib uting AAUW Voter Guides

Getting the Word Out, You requested your voter guide template; you and your voter education
team researched the candidate positions; you have filled in the information and copied the guide; and
now you are ready to distribute it in your community.

Step 1: Know Your Audience
Don't just preach to the choir- AA(IW'S goal is to reach women who otherwise would not have
access to infomation orl the issues at stake. Once you have completed your votet guides, make surc
that you distribute them, not just to AAITW members but also to coalition partners and women jn
yorr corrmunrty.

Step 2r Reach Out to Women Voters
There me many ways to distdbute voler guides to women in your commuoity:

Post your roter guidei in public places. Public places such as child carc centc$,
housing communities, work places, Eansit stations, hair salons, community centels,
farnily planning clinics, and college campuses are great places to post your voter guide.

Eold an open house, Invite women in your community to join branch members for
refteshments and a discussion of the issues- Hand out the voter guide. Don't forget to
have a sign-in sheet at your event to identify prospective new members.

Post the voter guide on your state or branch websit€. putting youl voter guide on
the web i6 an effective. inexpensive way to reach large numbers of women. If you do
post the guide on your site, be sure to advertise jt with messaies on vour state e-mail
Iisl and posrrngs in public places In your community.

Conduct literature drops. Busy areas like campuses, office-building plazas during
lunch hour. shopping cenE$, and lransit stops are perfect places for disribution of
voter guid€s. This is a great way ro heighten voters' awar€ness of the coming election.
Be sure to go to places that are frequented by women who would otherwise not have
access to this informatior',

flave your own spesker's bureau. Organize teams o. individuals lo spend rime
speaking to other women and olfenng voter guides rn places such as: communiry
centers, conmunity college or university govemment and women's studies classcs,
child care centers, grocery storcs, or hair salons,

Hold a media briefrng. Ilold a press conference to brief members of the media abour
your Voter Education Campaign and let them larow that you will be distributing vorer
guides in the community.

Mail the guide. ff you ,re interested in mailing you. voter guide to women in your
community, contact the Public Policy Department at 900/609_5296 forideas.
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Internet Resources for Voter Guide Research

Fede.al Ele.tiotr Commi6sion
bttp://reww.fec.eov
i;lF"d.r"l Ele"tion Commission (FEC) website allows you lo look uP

Political Action CoEfiittee (PAC) donations made to cardidates'

bonarions fom plcs."ilh very specific and well-hlown issue stances such

as G Nationat niae associad;n (NRA), and the wo$en's campaiSn Fund

(pro-choice) can sometim€s be used e5 position documentalion

Nationd Conference of State L€gislaturts (NCSL)

http://t{ww.ucst.orlpublic/8ia€sles}tm
Th" I{CSL ,tt" includ€s lilks to the websites of state legislatures lf the

condidate you arE researchtng culFndy holds or tecenlly held office i'l yout

state legisiaturc, you can often find informatiott on the bilts they sponsorEd'

co-sporisored, or voted for or against in your state legislaturc's website'

Your Locsl Paper
hnp://oewslink.org
ffil-""I nerrsp"p"rs ar€ online and easily bearchable. For lists of [ewspapers online in your state,

visit Newslink al htlp://newslink.ory

PFoJect Vole SDrrt
http://wlvrfl .volFsttrart.org/ind€x.tlbtml
Pmlect Vote Smart (PVS) is a non_Partisan, norFprofit organization that conducts rEsearch on federal,

stale and sont€ local candidates, ard mrkes the informarion it gatheF available on it's w(-bsite at no coet

to llte public. Visitots to lhc site can search information by candidate, office'-or state' The b€st resoulce
on the PvS site.is the Nationat Politicat Awareness Tes! (NPAT), a quesliomair€ covedng a variety of
issues that is sent [o the candidates-

Voters for Choice
htto://wvw.voters4ahoiaoordcrndidatag
Votem For Choice (VFC) is a non_profrt, non-Partisan political action committe€ thar supports viable
Democralic, Republican, and Indepeodent prothoice catrdidates through financial contnbutions,
endorserbents, and campaign services, \aFC analyzes the voting ecords of Members of Congtess to find
out if they have voted pro-choice, mixed on choice, or anti-.hoice.

Tbe PBS Democracy ProJect
http:/^fi ?!Y,pbs"or€y'democEev

The WashiDgton Post
htlp://wwrv.washinetotrpostxoE/$p-dvry'pollaicdele.tion6/2004/

The New Yo.k Timer
http://www.trvtirner.codpaees/ooliticdcanpaier/

Arfteicah Atsociation o.f llfivefiity Women 
\

:

Sesrch Engines

Yahoo
www,yanoo.com

Google
www.google.com

Altsvista
www. altavista.com

AbouLcom

l
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