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Why AAUW'S Voter
Education Campaign
ls Critical

ElectionDly 2004 Tuesday,
Nov. 2-is jusr .mund rhe
come.. And with yoB suppon,
women s voices will again be
heard tkough AAIIW\ Vorer
Education CaDpaign.

Srnce 1995 AAI-IW has
codducted voter education aDd
get-our-rhe-vob acrivities io
armost every sble. For the 2O0O
eletions alorc, AALIW
members and their coalition
pdtners reached 2 nillion
drop-off wohen vote.s in
136 congressional disrricc

The canpaign has achieved
success itr educaliDg womcn
volers on th€ issues ar stakeas
well as irc.eaing women'!
activism narionwide, reruiring
and reraining AAUW meobe6.
JbrBing divo6e pannnships,
incrssing visibilily, and

What You Can Do

lnfom Women Voters
While the mke-up of Congress
's sonewhat differeni ftom
when AAUW s cadpaien b€aan
in 1995, mny issues remain ar
srake for women and fmilies.
The cnent ongressiosal
lendership j@prdizes women\
rightF reprodlctive choice.
equiiy in education and rhe

workptace, heallh ce, tud
more-r every rm.
I.fom women of the issu6 at
state. Join AALrtv henbers and
Pattntrs to ger the wo.d out.

ri Kep worien vote6
informed through c?r tre
racrr. Dis6ibut€d by the
Wonen\ Network for
Chmg€, a nationwide
@alition, lhese tllx and e-
mail al€ns let lhosands of
women know how tte
issu€s in Congress aff€ct

6 E Bail menbers of
Coogress wilh AAUW\
Two-Minute Activist,
Iocaled on tfie web at
httn//crlwizob/Bau h
s4d

A Hold issue foroms on social
s@uity reform, welfee
rquahoriu ation, Title D(,
dd judicial noninations, as
prt of (he issue educarion
progrd sponsored by

t! O.Canize letter writing
campaigns to Demben of
Congress rnd editor oi
local dd n ioral nedia

Get Out the Wonen's Vote
As we near the 2004 eletions,
gef up to gel out lhe women s

* Mail and distribute
AAIIW\ infomative,
nonpetisan voier guids.

lt Hold poblic candidate

f. Organize phone bmks ro
cont&t women and
encouage them to vote.

* Use pdtnerships with
diverse orgdnizations io
infom a broad cross
section ofwomen on the

Rasources You Can Use
Loa onto AAIJW'S websire at
http://nrw.aauw.orslakeacti
odvecAn fo. these r€so@s.
(Rsows m fre uless

'& Get the Fa.ts ^\qls,to
shde with colleagues and
friends md dissemimie itr

* Actios AIe.t, A?'UW s
montt y public policy
.ewslett€r ($zolyear or fiee
lo members on AAUW'S

t Two-Misut Activisl,
*h€re yoq c3 send e-mails
to membqs of Congrss

* Position papqs on AAI-IW

n Voring r.cords for you
membeF ofCoDsress

A AALrW Public Policy
Progm in EDBlish and
in Spdish

For noft iDfore.tion lbout rhe AAttW Vot.r
Edootiotr CrmpliB4in.lndirgho{-to
Mreri.ls ard iote. guid. t oplet6, conh.t
A,{uW's Pubuc Policy D.p,rtuent (800/608-
5286, votend@aauw.@l or comgt€tc .lip,
and .eturn lhis e(pon ro the add6s belos.

Addras

AAUWMember? Y N

tr Ys, siBn me up for Ger rlu e F44rr alerrs !

Pledc iend be the folloeing infonarioh (check

E How tojoinAAIIIV
ll How to g€t out the vote
E Brechs dd actiaitiesin my communiry

t:r orher

Atn"rircn Assot iation ol UninersiDj Womal 48



Building Coalitions for Voter Education and
Get-Out-the'Vote (GOTV) Activities

Workine in coalition with a wide cange of 4iverse organizations on activities such as voter educatjon

"ffrn",_!*oiat* *a issue forums, ind dlssemrnating voter guides allows you 10 tlke on larger

ir"i*,", *o"rt -.t" a"mbers of your coflmunity, increas€ AAUW membership' 3nd gain visibility'

ii"i^,"""., O.- u." i-ponanr legal guidelines to keep in mitd when building coali(ons for voter

education a'ld COTV activities.

Building vola. Guide Coalitiotr&-sol (c) ..rreh&t??
na"u*"_non-p-Rr oaganizations with dfferEnt lax status€s ar€ subj€ct to differcnt legal rules for

voter eOrrcation and 6TV activities, it is imPgnant to review AAUW'S legal guidelines (available

in the appendix of this manual or on the AAUW website Member Center at www aauw'org)'

Therc are three rnain cetegories of non'lirofit tax ststus;

l. 5Ol (c) (3) (otganizalions such as the AAUW Educational Foundation' for whom
donarions are lax.deductible). j

2. 5Ol (c) (4) (lax sratus held by the Association).

3.5Ol(c)(4)withpoli t icalactioncodrmittee(PAC)(some50t(c)(4)o'gaDizationshave
PACS, th.ough which lhey make financial donations lo candidates).

l

Rules to Remember
As stated in the AAUW l-egal Cuideliries, the only organizations fhat can legally panicipale in voter
guide and GOTV activities are 501(c) (4) organizations tbat, like AAUW' do not coordinate with

candid{tes, PACS, or political parties.

AAIIW caL plan candidate or ksuc lotams vitl organizotioLs that haee 507(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) 'otc
status. But AAIIW can br.ild voter gaae coatition$ @hltith oryani?atiorts that:

llave NOT endorsed candidates in lhe districl;

Have 501(c) (4) tax status: and

Do NOT have a political action cornmitree (PAC).

Organizatioas thd an classifud as 501(c)(i) cannot parTi.ipate in votcr g.t le efrotts.
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