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AAUW State Public Policy Chair (SPPC) Job Description

Key Goal6
. Implement action on AAIJW's federal and state public policy piorities.
. Represent AAUW Public policy priorities to elected and aPpointed officials, AAIJW

members, the Plrblic, and the media

Share Idormation
. Disseminate public policy and voter education information received from AAIJW to the state

board, branches, and membe$.
. Develop and implement a statewide communication network of members and coa.lition

partners through telephone, e-majl, and fax nelworks to distribute information on leeiislation,
Get the Fscts, .tJitd other public policy information-

. Participate in AAftw Public policy leader [istserv

Encourage Activism
. Promote branch public policy activity on state and federal AAIJIV prioity i6sues.
. Join and develop statewide coalitions and encourage branches to build local coalitions.
. Monilor and encourage activism on AAUW fedeml and stale legislativ€ priorities.

Build a Public Policy TeaD
. Develop a public policy committee/team to plan and implement statewide public policy

nction and to providc training and r€sources to branch publ;c Policy chalrs, other stale
leaders, and members.

. Develop an active network ofconlacts in each congressional district-

Stete Board Resporsibilifiet
. Ensure that public policy and voter educalion are pnorities in state goals and strxtegic plans.
. Work with other state board memben to integmie public policy and voler education activities

with oiher aspects of AAUW inclDding membership, di versily, program, and visibiliiy.
. Develop and oversee rhe public poiicy and voter education bDdget to meet financial needs fbr

communication with branches. pardcipation in coalitions, cormunication with elected
officidls, and othe. pubtc policy initiatives-

Find and Take Positions on State and Local Issues
AAIJ'IV states and branches may take positions on issues that are not curront public policy
piorities ar the federal level, prcviding that these issues or posilions are not in conflicl with
AAUw's poblic policy principles. Before using tbe name of AAIJIV or takng a position on an
issue, consuh the following documenls, available from the Public Policy and Govemment
Relations Department:
. AAUW kgal Guidelines for Voter Education
. Use of Name and l-ogo Policy
. Policy on Candidates for Public Office
. Guidelines for Candidates for Public Office
. How the Public Policy Program is Developed
. AAUW Historic Principles
If you have any questions rcgarding the use of these resources, contact the Voter Education
hotline at 800/608-5286 or votered@aauw.org.
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SPPC Resources

Publlc Policv Cont ctrr

AssoclatloD hrblic Policy Committ€e:
The Association Public Policy Committee (APPC) is chaired by rhe public policy Drrccror and
comprised of up Io eighl m€mb€N eppointed by the Association Boand of Dir€ctors. The
canrinittee also includes the prograrD vice prcsident, Capitol Hill lobby corps coordinator, and
lhe ex-officio president and executive director_ AppC members have expedence in public policy
a,s state and Association lead€rs, and can sbar€ a *€slrh of kno$/Iedge to help your saate's public
policy program thrive. You can get in touch with AppC members via thc public policy listserv.

Public Policy and Goverrment Relatiotrr DepartBlent: Lisa Msatz, Directo4 maatzl @aauw.ors
Fietd St ft: TBD, Field Direcror: 202t785-7704

TBD, Senior Frcld Associare
Monifi Jones, Field Assc{�iate: Z,2l728-7633ijonesm@aauw.org

Gen€rslt E-mail: votered@ aauw.org
Voter Educarion Hotline: 80O/60E-5286
AAUW website: www.aatrw.org
AAUW Member HELPLINE: 800/326-AAUW

Public Pollcv Publicatiom and Resources

The Public Policy Depanment provides mady resources !o Sppcs and members. The followine
materials can be obtained through the public policy Deprrtmen! as wel as lhough the AALIW
website.

Action.Alcfi. ^fhis is ^ montfuy publication for up-to-dete information on AALIW priorityjs$es in Co$gr€ss, All AAIJW members may norv rccess Airtbn Ar", frri online via ttre
Member Center at www.aauw.org, or subscribe to receive the print€d version for a fe€ oi g20
a year. Branch Policy Chairs arc encoumged !o take advantage of this resource. hinted
yetsions oI Action Alzn arc provded fr€€ of charge to national olfi€ers, state presidents, snd
SPPCS- Subsctibe online at http://www_aauw.org/takeactior/actionalerVindei.cfrn.

Get thz Faca, The Wornea's Network for Change dislributes fte€, one_page alerts on
congr€ssional issues that affect woden ard families_ AAUW sends Ge i tli t;acts aerc Ay
fax and e-mail to AAUW members and subsciibing membeG of coalition otganizations.
Subscribe online at http: I I vN'it. a,n)w.or gl takeactior/gdlgft sub.cfm

Position papers. For updated position papers on AAUW'S priority issues, visit the AAUWr ebsite at htF://www,aauw-orgtakeaction/policyi$uevindex.cfm
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. 2003-2005 Pablia Policy Program brochure. Every two years, members vote on AAIJ_w's
public policy pdnciples and action pdorities at the Assocjation convention. These positions
and priodties arc clearly srated in the AAIIW Prrlic Policy Progran brochure, available in
early fall at http://www.aauw.orgltakeaction/publicpolicy_brochue.pdf or tfuough the sales
office.

Tleo-Mi\ute Activist. Visitors to the AAfIW website can tak€ action by rcading a brief
summary of a cufient issue and then click to write a lefter or send a p.e-written e mail
message to their members of Congress. It takes just t\ro minutes to make your voice heard
one minute to read, one minute to act! The site also includes background information on the
key votes and issues about which AAUW is most conc€med, and a guide to local Dedia
contacts. Just visit http://capwiz.com-/aauw/home/

AAUW Voting Reconl. The AAUW Voting Re(rorl providcs information on members of
Congress through the votes that they cast on AA[fW's priority issues- Copies ofthe most
cufient voling record are available on the website at
http ://w ww.aauw.org/takeaction/votingrecord.cf m

AAAW Voter Education Campaign Flier. The Voter Education Flier, which is updated
every two yeals, provides background on AAUIV's Votereducation Campaign, describes
how the reader can to get involved, andlists available resources. The flier is available on the
AAUW website at hltp://www.aaurr.org/takeactiorl/2004VoterEdFlier.pdf

AAUIV Pubhc Policy l*aders' Listserv. AAIJW hosts a listserv to promote discussion and
idea sharing imong public policy leaders including SPPCS, APPC membels, regional
directors. and staff.

Leader-orr-Loa (LOL). Once every fiscal year, each state may requ€st a LOL ftom
AAIfW- These leaders offe. €xperlise at convendons, board meetings, aDd/or special events-
Work with your program vice president to request a Irader on Loan. Increasing pubLc
policy and voter education activilies are two impo{tant reasons to use this prograrn.

Track F€deral Legislation: You can get information on legislalion currendy under
consideration in Congress by calling the Public Policy Depanment, or by visiting lfumas
Leghlatire lnfotlrurtion on the Intemet ̂ thttpl/thomas.loc-gov. Iram4.r is a service ofrhe
Library of Congress, and allows you to s€arch for ion bv brll number or ke
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Budgeting for Public Policy Activities

Infontfng, empowering, and modvating women [o leam sbout the issues in cowgegs ano vote
callnot be done without adequat€ tunding. A list of possibte campaign acrivirie;is a good
stafting point for ass€ssing potential finadcial needs.

Budgetidg Basicc - Before You Futrdraif,e
. Work with your treasurcr to assess firnds.
. Crcate I caDpaigrr plan and estirDate cos6 based on the events and activities your

blancvstate wants to undertake. For example, $e cost of evenB includ€s publicity,
materials, a€freshments, and sometimes mom rental.

. A6sess your brancvstate's ability to funqrarse.

. Ass€ga rcsources frcm coalition partners.

Faee Resources
. Find co-sponsors for eyent! and ask othcr organizations to sign on to voter €ducation efforts

or give in-kind contributions of gewices and materials_
. Ask local copy shops to donate free copies in ret{rm fo. frce advenising on your brochur€s or

ny€r'!i.
. Ask local businesses to donate meeting locations, use of phon€ lines, copy privileges, andloa

advertising expenses in exchrnge for a listiDg as an event co-sponsor.
. Gai_n ftEe news covcrage and public service announcements foa s forum by asking a locrl

radio c'r terevision slation to modemle the evcnt.
. Approach your coalition panners about in-kind cortributions and donarions. Because AALW

hoits lglge events that readh many womcn, a co-sponsoaing or donating organizadon can g€t
their narDe in the public eye_

Ibcrcasing Cssh Flort
. Crcate a cle$ hessage about the cause. Exptain that donations will help educate womcll

voters in a non-partisau way about the issues and the money will be used to hold evenrs and
prcduce malerials.

. Put a notice in your newsletter asking for donations. Solicit doDarions flom local ousrnesses
or individuals, and ask mehb€rs altd coalirion partners to donale.

. Hold a house party !o raise funds. Ask a member !o hosr th€ pany ard nake a motivational
ptch for funding vote. education €ctiviti€s.

. B€ sure rhat porential givers ktrow that, whil6 their donation will nor be tax deduclible, it is
furtheaing the important cause of educating and ehpowering women voters.

. Sell items such as bumper stickers ard pins lhet conwy J,\our message.
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