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INTRODUCTION

During lhe l99O's the American Association of University Women (AAUW) in

New Vork State implemented many changes'

Some of these were due to the following external influences:

Research on Educational Equity funded by the Educational Foundation'

This resulted in increased awareness of gender equity in educatron and

national coverage, visibility, and prestige for AAUW'

Societal Change- 
ihrr" *r" id""line in organizational membership, a more diverse

Population, and new social issues'

Technology'Jrrr 
oui6ropt"nt of computers, e-mail, web sites and new means of
publisiling led to lncreased and faster communication

Members of AAUW in New York State (NYS) responded to the above external

issues as well as internal ones bY:

Promoting the ideals of educational equity through. roundtables' projects'

preseitations, conterences, workshops and publications

Becoming increasingly action orientated through public policy'.current-- 
isiu."s, communi-t projects, networking, and coalition building

lmplementing a diversily Program

Developing plans to attract and retain members in a national climate of

declining membership in organizations

utilizing new technology for communications

l,Jpgrading and streamlining publications

Looking to the future through strategic planning

Restructuring the State Board

Adding several new committees with a representative from each of the six

Districts, forming District Teams

Using a common theme for all six fall District Meetings
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Redistricting' '-- -'tn' 
i""nuuty, 1996 the lines for Districts 1, 2, and 3 were adjusted' but the

state still maintained six geographical districts'

Offices
Chanqes in the number and types of offices occurred throughout the

decade. In iggo, there were five elected officers - president' program vrce

oi.JO."t, t".UL*hip vice president' secretary/bylaw-s' and treasurer' In 1994

5 iliii "iJ" pi""io"nt,'Educaiional Foundation, was added' bringin^g the totalto

ii" fs." rlui" +.1 ihere were also many appointed positions (see Table 3 )

Task forces were eliminated in 1991, most Area Representatives in 1992'

ano titfes oivarious chairs were changed to director in 1994 .Several chairs or

iir""ioo t t" "aatd and deleted as the need arose for new issues or projects'

Bvlaws" 
Bul"*s w.re updated every two years on lhe even years' and worKlng

rules were written.

NYS Board Meetings' - 
in" NYS eoird met three times a year - the Winter Board Meeting for

two davs (Fridav afiernoon to Sunday noon in January in Albany or vicinity)' the

6onu.ition gojro Meeting for one afternoon (Friday afternoon preceding the

C"""."ii""1, ""0 ttte Sumher Board Meeting for two days (Friday afiernoon to

SunOav nodnt in July at a college in Albany or vlcinity Two major evenls
pr-""""i ov tnt Board were thelix fall District Meelings and the spring State

Convention.

THE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

The AAUW Educational Foundation (EF) provides funds to advance

eOucation, researcn, and self-development for women and to foster equity and

Dositive societal change. lt is one of the oldest and the largest pnvate sources

of funding exclusively for graduate women'

During the nineties NY State was well represented on the-National level

ou " nu-fet"of p"ople. (See table 6.) Alice Ann Leidel, former NYS president'

"lr"J"" r.r"ii"lia LF Piesident from from1993-97 At the State level FF chairs

were nouerta fortunato (1990-92' 1994-98), Barbara Brown (1992-94)' and

Heien Engel (1998-2002) who, along with their committees effectively served

Ei. rs"Jr"'0r." 3, 4.) A change tt the New York State level occurred in 1994

*hrn'not"ttu po.tunaio became the first elected NYS Educational Foundation

Vice President. In 1999, the Foundation contribution year became the same as

the calendar Year.
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New York State members have funded a number of EF Fellowships'

Grants. and Named Units, several of which were established in the nineties'

in"." i*frA" At"rican Fellowship: Sandy Bemard' and Alice Ann Leidel;

Ri!;;ici il Ct"l.cts Grants: tttew Yorr citv Branch centennial' Dorothy'r"i"lc-x 
id"rtn"ii Ni Branch, Alice Ann and Bill Leidel' North shore Branch'

iG; i. i;;ilr, l"i" M. waldorfi and Named units: Lois M waldorf rhe
nr,jrrc"" i"ii"t"f',ip to honor sandy Bernard and Alice Ann Leidel was brought
up to stipend producing level ($100,000) as were also some Researcn ano

Projects ($35,000).

Association Publications
'lgg1 - Shortchanging Girls, Shottchanging Ameica
1gg2 - The AAUfr Report: How Schools Shoftchange Gitis
isig - iostile ualtways: The AATJW SuNey on sexual Harassment in

Ameica's Schools
1s95 - Giwing Smaft: what's Wofing for Gids in.SlhooL Keeping chinese

Girls in-schoot: Effective Stntegies from Hubei Province
1996 - Gtrls ,n the Middle: Working to Succeed in Schoo4 Girls in the Middle

video
The lnfluence of School Ctimate on Gender Differences in the
Achievement and Engagement of Young Adolescents

1998 - UPdate ol AAUW Reqon

THE LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND (LAF)

LAF, started in 1981, proviies funding and support for.women who are

seeting ,judiciat redress for gender discrimination in higher education' - several

r.tYi rntitru"t" t"." involved at the Association level (See Table 6) At the

dtui" i"u"ir-nr "nuirs included Kay Kraatz (1995-96), Ann DiNicola (1996-8)'

"n;Eujvn cr"i" (1998-2002). (See Table 3 ) In 1992.B-arbara Smalbach

i"""i".J'S+oo tr.ni the Association for LAF training at MAR In the fall of 1994' a'n""alii 
fnuut", "oncerning LAF was put in the President's Portfolio The

Reade/s Theater was used by many NVS branches to increase awareness of

lnF "nJ iG "u*nt cases. In 1995, NYs continued to support Sharon Leder in

her case against SUNY Buffalo (first "adopted" by NYS in '1989)'

In 1992, an LAF breakfast was held at the State Convention with $5'50 of

the cost going to the LAF fund, and the LAF breaKast tradition continued with an

liiio.it"t. In 1997, the LAF breaKast became part of the State convention

p""fii.. nt tn" State Convention a Silent Auction of LAF baskets donated by

branclies became a popular way to raise money' This started in 1995 and

continued throughout the rest ofthe decade'
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oroanizations. and most had articles in their newsletters Two members from

;;:ii;kiii[;]fu V;"ker-winderlcaum and Arlene Gross) wrote a drama' which
;;;;;;il"j at the 1994 state Convention and was later published as School
3."rEiJ. iiil *iipt was vibrantly acted by many school districts under the
d-it"ction of uarious AAUW members. A statewide questionnalre requesllng

n"L-""t*t pofi"i"" was sent to all school districts in the state By 1994' the

Eor"rtil" ""a Equity Chair was named the Director' and the goal of raising

araren.ss naO bee; implemented. Patricia Breslauer, the next director' had

ilhoot S."ret" puUlished and sold copies to members, organizations' and

Goits- J===-ane sneeran, who followed as director' and her committee worked

*iit' tln" puori" poricy committee and the college/University one regarding

issues tnat afect eqlity. ln tsse, NYS President Betty HarrelwroG the

Commi""ioner of gdu&tion recommending the use of the commission's own

Jt*o"ioi, 0"""u". in 1991 the state Education oepartment had added a policy

tiui"r"ni'tt'i"n ""lled for Equity for Girls in NYS Schools, which the AAUW

irib- OoarO supported. The Education and Equity committee also supported the

ir"f"J"" tf giiij ice hockey in the NY Empire State Games and this was added

to the 1998 Winter Games.

Under Ann Walker, Sister to Sister Summits were implemented These

were designed for girls 12 to 17 years of age to be held throughout the country

to discusJissues and challenges at school, dating, teenage pregnancy-

iubstance abuse, and violence. In 1998, NYS sponsored a summit in Buffalo'

fun-J.a Uu SSOO "utd money from the Association, $1,000 from a consortium of

oit'"i oroinizations in the c;unty, and SlO0 from NYS AAUW On Long lsland'
p"t ffoo".Uoorn, with the help of the Long lsland Interbranch, coordinated five

Sister Summits which reached an additionalS00 girls and 200 guidance

counsetors. Other summits were held in western New York, Cortland'
no"tr"it"t, Mohawk Valley, Northern Westchester County, lthaca, Amsterdam'

.totrnstown, and Gloversviile, involving attogether 445 young women in the state.

s"""i"i oiilrr" *.t" held in i 999-2ooi0. New reports, such as the Gender Gap

Reoort. *ere compiled by the Association ln 1999, NYS gave an Educational

Eoi'tu L*"to fo, i uranc-h project that promoted AAUW in keeping with the NYs

Stiat6gic Plan for Educational Equity.

TASK FORCES

Task forces, which had been an important part of the preceding decade'

continued during the nineties Choices for Tomorrow's Women' which had

started in 1989 and continued until 1991, emphasized teen pregnancy

or.u"ntion oroot"ts and caleer choices. Promoting Individual Liberties, which

Leoan in ldez]atso continued until 1991 and focused on health rights and

iniEinationat human rights. During the summer of '1990, this group worked with

it'e iruining anO Deve'iopment Telm and the Public Policy Committee for
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CULTURAL

Cultural proiects varied widely as they reflected the interests' background'

and times of each chair. (See Table 3 ) A quilt proiect'- start9l:L to:l

Brakman (Cultural Interests Area Representatlve from 'lYbo- rYYu,, was

""roi"t"ii" fS9O, with 35 squares, each made by^a.different bran-chin NYS lt

r"" i"i"i o"lt"o professionally' displayed at the 1991 State convention as well

ffifi;$;;t.rol ;nJ iruw 
'Conubntions, 

and was rarfled off at thelee2 state
Convention.

Because three branches (NYC' Albany, and Buffalo) had recently

cetebrated centennials and other branches were approaching important

rnii""tont", Marilynn Smiley (1990-92) encouraged-each branch to appornt a

historian and to write its history' She presented a Convention.worKsnop ano

wrote a brochure entitled How io Prepare a Branch Historv' whlcn was

oi"iriirtJoG """n utanctrllnlEgzit was decided to send all records of NYS

AAiJW i;lh; D;p"rtment of Rare Books and Special collections of the Rush

;i;i nft;ihe universlty ot nochester according to the agreement of 1977
unJio Oi""ontinuu "ending records to SUNY Albany ln 1991' IFUW linked each

JS.'"t"t" *itn " ioreign c6untry, and New York was given Sierra Leone Since

it was then the second poorest country in the world, NYS contributed $200 to

r'r"io'o"u-Si"t* f-*ne's IFUW dues ihis was the first time that monetary aid

;;5;;!"-;u ; "l;ie io a linkage country' To educate members of NYs AAUW

in 19!z Smiiey prepared an exhibit and program on the culture ot srerra Leone

*rriJti *"J ptJ,tlt"rid at the convention and for several branches During those

"""r" il*i! uf"o fne responsibility of the Cultural Chair to find an outstanding

;;;;l;;"g;; provid;d bv arti;ts from the area of each state convention'

Dolores Thompson (1992-96) continued the branch history and siena

Leone Droiects and added two others. folk art by women and the Women's

rli#r-iiiri""t, *nlch provides information about little known women of our state

*tro oia "oin"tnins important. different, or unusual for their times'

Evelvn Currie (1996-98) stressed the performing arts an-d kept the group

informed oidecisions of the National Endowment for the Arts she also

")(0i""""0 her concerns to the Association that their Strategic Plan did not

"lii.i" ""vtt i"g specific about the arts and urged the state Public Policy

Corntm."'t" rJcoinize the importance of the cultural arts in improving the

quality of life and to advocate for adequate funding'

Rajam Hariharan (1998-2000) made the olganizatio.n.."tqt: :l 
tht

cultural arts in diverse cultures and gave a workshop about the differences and

concerns ofwomen around the world'
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Muslim qirls; (2) the Nigerian Association of University Women to educate
ii"*r.ilo""irrli-i iit"racly and child care as well as the risks of hawking; and (3)

iir. 2ariola nssociatio; of University Women to combat malnutrition and

iijr*'u" titn "ov" tlour' By the foll;wing year her goal was to raise $400 At
iirrit *""""ii"ir, in 1999,ihe NYS Boird sent a l;tter to the new us congress

Jroino tnJi,"""ing of the lnternational convention for the Elimination of
oiicri-minaiion eglinst Women (CEDAW in the US

lmDortant Dates for International Relations
IFUW Conferences

1989 Helsinki, Finland
'1992 Stanford, California, uS
1995 Tokyo, Japan
1998 Graz, Austria

Other lmDortant Dates
1995 Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing' China
1995 50th Anniversary of UN

DIVERSITY

As early as 1991 the Association indicated its intent to increase the

diversity of th; organization by sending Diversity Trainers thro^ughout the country

to heighten awareness of'otherness." By the summer of.19-93, two.tralners

oru""-ntud a workshop and listed goals for the NYS Board' (See Table 3 )
[,i.rirvnn Stir.v rr.lts appointed aa Diversity Coordinator in the spring'. 1993 and

implemented the program by starting to educate the membershlp' Inls was

done bv establishing goals for the state, encouraging each branch to appoint a

aiu""iti, "fruit "na h1-ld at least one program on the topic, distributing packets of

r"i"ii"t, holding workshops at the Fall District Meetings, and writing articles in

Fo"u". fn *nri.v, 1994, iiwas voted to establish a Diversity Task Force-comprisea 
of one member from each district Avis Davis from the Association

oave an introductory presentation at the 1994 State Convention The new task

iorce met during the summer board meeting and also during a-weekend in

November in lthiaca, where they wrote a drama which was performed at the
't 995 convention . ihe task forte participated in a diversity workshop after the

1995 summer board meeting and met for a weekend in March in Oswego to

develop a five year long range plan and one that would integrate diversity into

every program-of the oiganiiation' A diversity workshop was also presented at

the 1996 Convention.

Aida Musico (1996-'1999) revised the state diversity plan, continued
diversity training for the Board and her task force' promoted the Association's

1 1
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educational or community leader from the district' not usually an AAUW

member).

Startinq in 1991, all district meetings had the same theme' though there

was a great deal of flexibility in how each district approacneo |I'

DATE TOPIC ATTENDEES BRANCHES

1990 300 57 out of65

1991 Take the lnitiative! Equity- 27o 57
MembershiP-LeadershiP

1992 Action for Equity: How to Make 300
an lmDact
Districts 1,2'3 simulated Educational
Roundtables

Districts 4,5,6 showed the results of
Educational Roundtables

1993 Changing Patterns in AAUW- 300
Equity, Diversity, Leadership

1994 Target Action

1995 Target Community Action
(focus on voter education,
networking, coalitions)

1996 Take Flight for the Future over 200 43

1997 Leadership Developmenu 223 44 oDl ol57

Professional DeveloPment

1998 Link to 2OOO 2o4
(Reader's Theater, called PA'UW
Today, written bY Jeanette KnaPP)

1999 Connecting MembeF and Mission

Each Branch Council Coordinator and her committee produced

successful one-day meetings, and although some were not as well attended as

;th;; th"y ;;; good s6urce for introducing new issues' networking' and

pr"uiJi"g ;"tit"frifor the beginning of the year' Branch council coordinators

are listed in Table 3.
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lnternational Relations, Sister to Sister Summits' and articles for newslefters'

iianln proiects Educational Equity' and Diversity'

Tha Prcci.lcnt's Portfolio was renamed the Leadership Portfoliq in 1998'

and each leader on the Board contrl
distributed to each b,"n"n p'""'o"ni' *ho' in tuin' would disseminate materials

to the branch counterPan

Newsletter awards to branches continued to be given throughout the

4"""0". 
-rn 

i-si;6, theie were 15 entries for the Newsletter Award' four for
'ifi"Ollbrir"]tv, 

;;J slven for the Frogress in Technology Recognition Award.

PUBLIC POLICY

AAUW became Increasrngry active in public affairs and had lobbyists ai

ttt" ""ti?l'"tiJ"i"n "iin" "t"ti"i"u"l The Legislative Program of previous

;::#;;;;;JFuutic eoticv in 1e8e and kept that name thro^ustrout the
'"EiliJJJo"l 

nr,t'-,;"sn the actuit tegislative bills changed rrom 1990 to 2000

ii" i""r"" t"pp.rt"diy AAUW (edu-cation' women's rights' civil.rights' and the

"nuiion."no ,"rnuined the same. Nys was led by several strong leaders as
"i":iI'ii 

bsdiirrsl oi oii""too (1994-2000), who kept the membership informed

;;;;i;"i;F;iion through articles in the organization's publications and a

IiJt"'p"ifi" iiri"u e-"hrr"' which was rewritten and published every two

years. (See Table 3.)

Public Policy chairs worked with others' and in some cases a related

boardDosi t ionfocusedonapan|cu lar issue.Forexamp|e in the- |a le1980's to
ffii. ih#;;;;nii 

-Co"tition" 
n"pt"sentative ln 1se0-1ee1' a women's

r":ilii" trilii ""a " iro-Cnoic. coooinator were added' the latter continuing

i]iii rs66li;t'"t *me year a Voter Education Project chair or director was

"il"Jr'J """ti"""d through the decade:. P-erlap*he 1.o.:t important addition

;""""il;d;il;iin re'sr ot tt'" Public Policv committee' consistins of six

;:il;;. ;;; i;ileich district This certainlv shows the sreat emphasis the

organization placed on public policy

State presidents, Public Policy Chairs' and others represented the

oro"nir"iion in u"tious iegislative conferences and meetings For er€mple' in

t6;;;;;il;v"" oJvttn attended the 6th Annual Lesrslative Dav in

Ai#t' 
'vf,i;;;iliL"J 

"ita Lois Waldorf went to the NY civil Libert'res meetins

li"riil," "", li*rimination in the Ny Regents and Empire state Scholarships
iiTil'il"rt liii." iaws; "na Maxine Borom (1eee-ell3l:nged t!:. Federal
ffi#;;; ii;;;"s meeting Durins the summer of 1990' the new presidenl' '
i]"i ri"o"o""t, "p.r<"e ot a ro6uying vl"sit to senator D'Amato's office on behalf of

the Civil Rights Bill of 1990'
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in Education during the 1990's" (President Betty Harrel wrote t"jh".|I:

Education Commissioner and tne uo"'J ot n"g'"nts) and opposing the NYS

Constitutional Convention, whrcn was reqardei as too unlimited The Voter

Education Project was headed oy o"tOui" Schwaz from-1996;1,:,n?#* 't

was completed A Voter hducatron Initiative was launched in July' 1998' headed

by Judy Weidemann until 2001

AnnBiSh(PublicPolicyDirectorlggS-2001)in.lggSsupp.orted.Actionto
e"" rf,i"Nai;"1w;men's HLafth and Wellness Act (making sure heartn

illur-ri". fofi"i"" ure available for women with regard to breast cancer'

osteoporosis, Pap smears, ano-coniiaceptive orug! and devices l-and a strong

"rJt"i. J J"bii" toucation in NY state that advocales for gender tarrness'

equitv, and diversity sne arso sumiarized the NYS Voter Education Activities -

EliilliiiJr.iit" noter Guides, and letters to editors and Branci '
Eliii,iii,",i-- 

-Cnairs. 
Bv 1999, she proposed a workshop on Being an

Effective Advocate anO partrc'patea ii I forum to address women's heallh and
-rJl,rilii,-"ir"-" 

"n"il"" "niitt"o ''Hotpii't tvtergers: compromising Health care "

5ir,"t ilrl!'"n! I"J her commilleeiavored were senior Hoy:119:Y:T't^ "

iJ"ii#"0 Gii"""s' and resotutiois on equitable and adequate funding for

ou-Jiil ouuri" "ou"ttion and one for safe schools A re-soluti"n t-o-l-11

;:%Y.i;';""iil;;ih penaltv did not pass Bish initiated a Proiect with the

i"luJu" orwo^"n voters and networked with other organizations to promore

AAUWS visibility' membersnrp' ""ilt"O"t"ftip She.also developed€ series of

short public policy articles ror oranlh newslefters and promoted another Lobby

Day in Albany.

MEMBERSHIP

As in many organizations in the 1990's' membership in NYS AAUW

ou"rin"i'tiot Ju3r. s6oo in rseo to aooo as the decade came to an end rhe

iii'i"ioilr"*h"s in the state went from 66 to 53 Fourteentranches
;ilffid;, ;;J;;; new urancn, nmnerst' was formed (see rable 1 )

Dues at both the State and Association level increased during lhe

ni""ti.I"in iriidi.ris au"" t.t" S+ und Association dues were^$26' ^Bv the

ljl'[i,iin" aJ"J,r; oues had risen to $io for NYs ($5-1ee2' $8-1ee7'.$10-1ese)
"'rio i" izs (i r-r;j tor the Association Association dues were slated to increase

to $39 in July, 2OOO. Many branches also had to raise their dues to cover local

exDenses. In some cases a oues rncrease did cause a loss in membership'

The Association membership program' Share the Power/Share the Pride'

was utiiiz;i ;; Nid ano continuea'irito i'tre earlv nineties This was'followed in

i6g1 ;ytft.Fi"" st r Program, which integrated all aspects of AUUW' and

1'�7
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and MidJsland ('1949). Twenty five year anniversaries were celebrated by

A;;;;'ai r&i N.rtii rort 1t'oos),' liuertv-Monticello (1 e66)' Amsterdam-
6i;;;;iil;-J;il";t"*n (1e67)' E;st Aurora-southtowns (1e67)' Niasara Area

idoei, li;*"ik n*a (1d68), Lake Placid (1968)' seneca Falls (196e)' Fairport
i;;? r;ri, il";;nt* tigzzl, eutnani countv 1ts72)' Farminsdale (1e72)'
'and Smithtown Area (1973).

The decade began with 66 branches and ended with a total oJ 53 A new

orun"tt t""Jot-"0 in"Amherst in 1993' The following branches disbanded

ii,iir"d inf i siio ", Batavia, Essex county, Gouverneur' Lake Placid' Libertv-

ffit';l;, n;;;k Ai.a, t'tiag"ra nrea, 
't'torthern 

Brookhaven' seneca Falls'

6;;;i;tt, Southern Westchester, Troy, Victor' and Warwick (see Tablel )

FINANCES/DUES

State dues have always been quiie low At the Winter Board Meeting in

f SSr, d;;s were raised to $5 According to the 1995 bylaws revisions' dues

*.i.io O" tuit"O $4 in 1997 (to a total o:f $9) and $3 in 1999 (to a total of $12)'

A budget was presented each year by the Treasurer and 
1!lo-led 

by the

Board. The Sudget was often presented in three Parts: income' expendtures'

and reserves.

It is difficult to determine the total budgets during the decade from

examining the minutes. The earliesl figures are ftom 1992 The total Income

*"i Szi.zle.se and expenditures weie $22,432'16 |n 1990they kept $12'000

in reserve.

By 1999, the balance was $39,993-92 lncome exceeded expenditures by

$13.624.35.

The main source of income was dues, and during the late l9€0's the

Convention became self supporting For names of treasurers' see Table 4'

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY MEMBER

The Board's College/University Member corresponds with.all colleges

ano unvelitiei in the stite lthrough letters and personal contact)'-and keeps a

list of those who maintain membership in AAUW (See Table 3') An AAUW

r"oL".ntatiu" to ""ch college may b- a cotlege administrator' trustee' ,faculty
.5rU.i, oi ot"*f' member. Membership is mutually beneficial'.as colleges

r"""i"" i"Uri""ti""" and other information from the Association' the State' and
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1998

1999

SUNY Albany
Honorable Mention:

Hunter College Center for

the Study of Family Policles

Marymount College
SUNY Stony Brook

lnitiatives for Women Program Volunteer

Study of Welfare Rights lnitiative for college

Students Who Are Welfare Recipients

The Education of Women and Girls

Women in Science and Engineer,ng

In 1993, it was reported that New York had the highest numb€r of

Corr"g.)Uniu"i"ity rvf"tb"o and that they comprised 8% of the 8-13 .
in"iitri ion" ot nigher learning in the entire-MUW organization -TheAssociation
;;;; ;;;;ifi;;h"letter, rh'e campus conneetjon andjn 1 gse held-a. c/u

s"ro.!i"rn For names of college/University Member Representatlves see

T;bre 3.

LEADERSHIP TRAINING

concerned with leadership, AAuW has been at the forefront in the

rou".-"niio .A*rte women in this field During the 1980's'. Carol Stull' Sandy

;";;;: ani Ali;;;nn ieidel in NYS initiated WIDE (Workshops in Developine

Ei""ii"j*""f , *"tkshops which dealt with recruitment' training' and.imPortant

ili"l. 
"ri""i 

";"i" miie avaitaute to uranches and other organizations and

*"i" La uV nnUW members who had been given special training. (See Table
j ) ln 1986. new members were lrained at the July Board Meeting' and four

illiio"i.-i,itt" il"it"o io pres.nt a Censorship workshop at the Association
ffi;:;li.;i; w;;i]ington' o c.. sue oliver and Pat Hoseboom were earlv and

active members of the WIDE team'

ln late 1989 it was agreed to discontinue the use of the acronym "WIDE"

in fauoi oi ttre tltte "Training-and Development Team'l -?ol.ore.s T.hoTpson

;;;;il# thi" ;t sram f-rom 1989-1992 In Julv, 1990 she-had a team of 28

.-"r0"[, tft" "i.t 6efore the Summer Board Meeting' and 22 members a year

i"t"i.-gv i g9i, tn-" were four workshop topics; Membership/Recruilment' 21st

C"nt"rv p.i"it, Leadership Skilis, and the Role of the Facilitator' and sx

workshoD traininq sesslons were given in August at the home of Carol Stull in

in-"i""'-itti,i iii"i iwai oeciaea t6 noto training sessions every other vear' Bv
iijsilth"i" *;" "" longer a Training and Development coordinator'.though
;il!;;;" ";;ti"""o a"no as tees ana travel expenses were charged' they

became a source of non-dues revenue'

Leadership training in 1995 became less formal and was-offered mainly

aurinq the Summer Boari Meeting During that year Suzanne oliver held

*orf.""t.o1io, tn" NYS Board, Committees, branch presidents' and interested

21
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STATE CONVENTION

The most visible project of each year is the State Convention for all AAUW
members. (See Tabie 2.) Held every spring (during a weekend in mid to late
April or eariy May) in a different part of ihe state, it is planned and organized by
the NYS Board and chaired by the Program Vice President. Each year there
was a different lheme, often carried out by the workshops and speakers

Convention At A Glance:
Date Topic AttendeesBranches

Represented
Cosv
Dbl rm

1990 Bufialo Brcaking Barriers: Past Perspectives, Future Focus 181 $140
Apti l27-29Hyaft

Regency
President Joyce Dayton
Prooram Vice President Ba6ara Brown
Convention Coordinato[ Elaine Eustice
Keynote Speaker (Fri.)r Mary Purcell, President-
IFUW

Sat.Luncheon: Caryl Stern, National Directof of
Anti Defamation League's (ADL) Prejudice
Awareness Traininq

1991 LAXE
Georqe

Focus on Tomorowi Education and Equity tor
Women and Gids

280+ $175

ADril 26-28 The
Sagamore
Resort

50th State convention
President Patricia Hogeboom
Program Vrce President. Suzanne Oliver
Convention Coordinato.: Elaine Eustice
Keynote Speake. (Fri-): Caryl Stern, National
DiEctor Special Training, Anti Oefamation League
IADLJ

19S2 BinOhamtonTarget Equity 168

ADril24-26 Holidaylnn President: Patricia Hogeboom
Procram Vice Presidenti Suzanne Oliver
Convention Coordinator: Elaine Eustice
Keynote Speaker (Fri.):Anne Bryant, Executive
Director, AAUW

Sat. Luncheon: Geraldine Ferraro, 1st women vice
Presidential candidate on a national party ticket

1993 Rochestea 163 $184
Aoril 30- Thruway

Marriott
President: Suzanne Oliver

May 2 Proaram Vice President Vicki Marshall
convention Coordinator: Elaine Eustice
Keynote Speaker (Fri.): Sandra Bernard, Association

Executive Vice President
199r'. Lake Placid Kaleidoscope to Action: Leadership, Diversity,

Eouitv
45

April 29- Hilton President Suzanne Oliver
May 1 Prcoram Vice President Vicki Marshall

Convention Coordinator Carc! Morley
Keynote Speaker (Fri.): Jackie DeFazio, AAUW

Association President
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Date Where Topic Attendees BIanches
Represented

CosV
Dbl rm

2000 Tarrytown Women Shapinq Our Future $269
Apri i  14-16 Hilton PresidentKav kaats

Prco€m Vice President Roberta Fortunato
convention Coordinator: Ann Hicks
Keynote Speaker (Fri.): Sarah Harder, AAUW
Association, Past President

Speakers Sundayr Public Policy Forum: Nita Lowey,
congresswomen, Chair ofthe House of
Representatives Proohoice Caucus,

Suzi Oppenheimer, State Senator,
Deborah Glick, State Assembly Member

Although programming of each State convention of the 1990's was
slig,htly different, the formats of all of them were quite similar. The Convention
began on Friday evening with an Opening Night Banquet, followed by a guest
keynote speaker, and then a reception or a Town Hall (to discuss Public Policy),
or a Resolutions Caucus.

Saturday began with breakfast, which most frequentty during the 1990;s
featured a LAF litigant or her lawyer and was designed as a fundraiser (1993,
1994, 1997, 1998, 1999). Others honored branches which had won awards.
The schedule for the rest of the day included: business meeting, workshops (5
or I of them), lunch (sometimes with a speaker or wilh a focus on EF or LAF),
district caucuses, workshops, social hour, banquet (with a speaker and/or
entertainment). and a Resolutions Caucus.

Sunday started with breakfast (sometimes LAF), a business meeting,
workshops (5 or 6) or a speaker or a forum or a Town Hall, and luncheon or
brunch (featuring award winners or a speaker). lt adjourned by 1 :00 or 2:00
D.m.

Keynote speakers were often Association officers of AAUW, but others
were leaders in their respective fields, such as Caryl Stern, National Director of
Special Training: Anti Defamation League (1990, .1991); Sarah Suggs, Executive
Director, National Women's Hall of Fame (1998), and a panel of Strong Women
Leaders (1999)- There were speakers at various luncheons and other strategic
points in the conference. These included Elizabeth Coco, Executive Director of
MicroKnowledge, Inc. (1997) and various attorneys and legislators. The most
famous speaker was Geraldine Ferraro, Democratic candidate for vice president
ofthe United States, who was the featured Saturday luncheon speaker in 1992-

At the LAF breaKasts or luncheons the speakers were usually litigants or
their attorneys- An exception was Karen Decrow, who was not a litigant but
who is a prominent Syracuse attorney who has specialized in gender equity
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The Town Hall was an open forum for the expression of ideas, and was

held at several Conventions. The Resolutions Caucus provided an opportunity
to discuss resolutions that would later be voted upon. The Educational
Foundation (EF) was a prominent topic throughout each Convention, and one or
more EF fellows spoke at EF functions. The Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) took
on a more prominent role as the decade progressed. The first LAF breaKast
was held in 1992, and gift baskets were auctioned off in a silent auction from
1996 on. .As the decade progressPd, the baskets, each one Prepared by a
different branch, became more elaborate ln the early 1990's Counterpart
Sessions were more prevalent than later' The First Timers Reception was
introduced in 1995 and continued. Chat Rooms were also offered sporadically,
starting in 1995. When Conventions were held at extreme ends of the state
(Long lsland, The Sagamore, and Lake Placid), buses were provided to
transDort members.

AWARDS

Numerous and varied awards were presented both to the Board and to
branches at the State Conventions. In 1990, Newsletter Awards were given lo
branches in two categories, large and small, and these were continued nearly
every year through the 1990's. A Media and Publicity Award and a Technology
one were added in 1999. Membership Awards were presented regularly to
branches for addition and retention of members, and in 1990 for the number of
attendees at the Convention.

In 1993, President Suzanne Oliver introduced the concept ofthe Five Star
Branch Award. Branches were to have fulfilled criteria in five of the following
seven areas: (1) the community action star, which required a community action
project related to education and equity for women and girls that includes a
diversity component, (2) the public policy star, which required sustained public
policy advocacy through participation in the voter education campaign, (3) the
membership star, which required a net 5 per cent groffh in branch membership
from February to February (based on Association records), (4) the AAUW
Educationat Foundation star, which required an average branch donation to the
Foundation of at least $25 per member, (5) the AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund
star, which required an average branch donation to LAF of at least $2 per
member, (6) the visibility star, which required local visibility through media
outreach for branch community aotion projects or public policy efforts, (7) the
leadership star, which required leadership development demonstrated by having
at least three of the following four: a strategic plan; an annual goal-setting
system; an ongoing program to dgvelop new leaders; and a plan to continually
educate members about AAUW priorities. These awatds were presented each
year, and by 1999, 25 branches had eamed them.
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School Secrets
bflanzationat structure study and some changes at the state and branch

level
Nominating forms made more user friendly
Fatl District Conference - very successful leadeBhip development and

Dositive comments
Enthusiastlc response to public policy
Progress in Equity Award
Coalitions utilized in presenting community Projects
A media packet is being assembled by Jody Longeill and Kay Kraatz
Strategic Plan - included specific actions used as model
Visibility building with web site forums
United Nations Day with travelships for the branches
Peacock Award for diversity information was sent to all state presidents
Diversity is in the process of being increased and encouraged
Limited resources are focused on a few major projects
The Power of One theme has been utilized

Continued Challenges:
Leadership Problems - especially the branches who need leadership

develoPment
Disbanded branches - Essex County, Troy' Northern Brookhaven' Lake

Placid. Newark Area, Victor, Seneca Falls Area
Need to be creative in forming new branches

Membership loss is a priority problem of the Association
The need to mentor new members An Emerging Star Award has been

suggesrco
The need to increase visibility and publicity with focused, consistent

messages
College and University member numbers are declining
The nled to form more diverse coalitions -"have conversation of

possibilities." (Kneece)

NYS lnitiatives:
Val-Kill mentoring project - $4900 Community Action Grant was received

and it is hoped it will be expanded to more regional and
possibly national Prolects

Oistrict 4 legislative breaKast and legislative forum
Voter Education Grant of $850
Sister to Sister Summit, March 28th in Buffalo area
Five Star State application is due April 20th
Discussion of the appointment of members to committees in January,

March. and APril
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Suzanne Oliver (1992-1994)

She encouraged each branch to focus on local issues and to become

involved with other 6rganizations and leaders to implement community. projects'

One of the national isiues was Title lX. During her presidency the Amherst

Branch was formed'

suzanne became lhe MAR Director tollowing her presidency and later

netoeo oioanize the first NYS Sister to Sister Summit held in western New York'

snJ "u*io u" president of the Sister to Sister Board and continued to work on

various summits held throughout the state.

Vicki Marshall (1994-1996)

"Diversity, Communications, Visibility/Marketing, and Leadership These

were the watchwords of my time on the board- The thrust of the Association
was focused on diversity and community outreach and NYS assumed the
challenge."

There was an attempl to make AAUW a more inclusive organization
Believing that the key to successful programming is how well the mission of the

organizalion is communicated to its own members and the community, she was
reiponsible for using the words markeling and AAUW togelher in NYS fo
inciease awarenesJ of the organization- She fostered leadership and initiated

the "Bootcamp for Beginners" Leadership camp, which was the first of its kind'

Regarding leadership, Vicki stated," The leadership training I received in
Washingtin as iresident and as Educational Foundation chair were some oflhe

best tra-ining I received in my lifetime. AAUW trained us how to run meetings,
build coaliti6ns, be on boards, work in communities' write letters to the editor,
organize our paperwork."

Betty Harrel (1996-1998)

"At the time I was president, we were trying to move the organization into
a more active community mode so itwould fulfill our mission and be more
attractive to members....Equity was the key issue. We didn't have any task
forces but we tried to focus all programs on some aspect of equity "

"We sponsored several programs as a slale organization The Sister to
Sister program in western NY (Buffalo, Aurora) was partially sponsored by NYS
aAUW, and Sue Oliver was the liaison from the state board to the planning

committee. The STS was designed to be a prototype for other districts or
branches so that it would spread throughout the state "
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TABLE 1 NYState Orqanization
Years Geoqraphic Divisions Number of NYS Branches
1989-'19906 Districts
1990-199'16 Districts 55
1991-19926 Districts 55
1992-19936 Districts e4
1993-19946 Districts
1994-19956 Districts
' t995-1996 6 Districts
1996-19976 Districts 59
1997- 1998 6 Urstflds

1998-1999 b utstncls

1999-20006 Districts

f able 2
New York State Conventions

Yeac Place: Theme;
1990 Buffalo Breaking Barriers
1991 Lake George Focus on Tomonow: Education and Equity for Women and Gifls
1992 Binghamton Target Equity
1993 Rochester Women Power
1994 Lake Placid Kaleidoscope for Action - Equity Diversity. and Leadershrp
1995 Hauppauge, Long

lsland
Connections - Pufting the Puzzle Together

1996 Syracuse Voyage: AAUW Making Waves
1997 Saratoga Springs On Track to the Future
1998 Niagara Falls Sister to Sister
1999 Corning Strono Women Leaders
2000 Tarrytown Women Shaping Our Future
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TABLE 5
Association and MAR

Association
Year Presidents Association ConventionsMAR vice President/Regional Director
1989-199JSharon Schuster1991 - Portland,oR '1989-1991 DianBelanger
1991-1993Sharon Schuster1993 - MinneaDolis. MN 19911993 Dian Belanger
1993-1995Jackie DeFazio '1995 - Orlando, FL 1993-1995 GailAmes
1995-1997Jackie DeFazio '1997 - Anaheim, CA 1995-1997 Suzanne Oliver
1997-2001Sandy Bernard 1999 - Washington, D.C.'1997-2001 MarilynLeist

TABLE 6
AAUW NYState sentatives to Association

'1989-1990qlice Ann Leidel Director, Educational Foundation Programs
'1990-1991Sandy Bernard Leader-On-Loan Coordinator, Diversity Trainer
1990-1991 Patricia Carey Govemance Task Force and Membership Committee
1990-'1994Maxine Gilliland AAUW Representative to the U.N.
't990-1991Haniet Edwards Govemance Task Force
1990-1993Ann Hicks Research & Projects Awards Panel
't990-1992qlice Ann Leidel Vice President of Programs, Educational Foundation
1990-1993Barbara Smalbach LAF Fund-raising Committee
't990-'1994qngelina Velesaris Trustee, Fellowships Endowment Fund
l99  t -1993 Sandy Bernard Executive Vice President
199'1-1994Lois Waldorf Program Committee, Educational Foundation
'1992-1993Alice Ann Leidel Vice President, Educational Foundation
1993-1995Sandy Bernard Executive Mce President & President. tAF Board
1993-1997Alice Ann Leidel President. Educational Foundation
'1994-1998Trudi Schwert Colleoe/Unlversitv Relations Committee
'1994-1998Patricia Tsien Association Bylaws Committee
'1994-1996Marie Jose Tort Diversitv Consultant CorDS
1994-1e96Anne Hill American Fellowships Awards Panel
1995-1997Sandy Bernard President, LAF Board
1995-1996Patricia Hogeboom Association Iniiiative for Educational Eouitv Committee
1996-1997Suzanne Oliver Middle Atlantic Regional Director
1996-1998Patricia Hogeboom Program Development Committee
'1996-1998Barbara Schwarz Public Policy Committee
'19961998 Vicki G. Marshall LAF DeveloDment Committee
'1997-2000Sandy Bernard President, Association
1997-1999Vivien Ng Director of Diversity
't998-'1999Anne Hil l Advisor of Fellowship
1998-2000 Cvnthia Gibson R&P Community Aclion Panel
1999-2000Carol Stull Director. Educational Foundation Board
1999-2000 Betty Harrel Nominations Committee Represeniaiive, MAR
'1999-2000Sharon Frayne Nominations Committee Alternate, MAR

ociation 1990-2000
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