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· In May, 5 months ago, the Educational Foundation released its latest research report, Where the Girls Are: The Facts about Gender Equity in Education.
· The purpose of the report was to look at trends in educational achievement by gender to respond to the suggestion that a boys’ crisis exists  i.e., that boys are now the disadvantaged gender in terms of education.  

· Women and girls have experienced tremendous progress in education over the past 30 years. 
· Today, girls earn higher GPAs in high school than boys, and women make up a majority of undergraduates on college campuses.  

· AAUW looked at two questions: Has there been a decline in boys’ educational achievement? Are girls’ successes coming at boys’ expense?

· AAUW has had a gender impact in education since publishing How Schools Shortchange Girls in 1992. 

· That report found that girls received less attention in the classroom than boys did and that girls were not well represented in math-related fields. 

· As concerns about girls in school received increasing attention, critics countered that boys were the new disadvantaged group, facing discrimination in schools now designed to favor girls. Suzanne Hoff Sommers’ book The War Against Boys: How Misguided Feminism Is Harming Our Young Men, is an example of the popular educational talk that reflects a shift in focus from girls to boys, implying that issues of equity for girls have been addressed and now it is time to focus on boys. 

· AAUW’s report shows that boys as a group are not in crisis.

· In fact, most indicators — such as standardized math and reading test scores, high school graduation rates, and attainment of college degrees —  show that both boys and girls, on average, are doing better than ever.  

· This does not mean that all boys and girls are doing well. The study also looked at educational performance by race/ethnicity and family income level.  

· Large discrepancies by race and family income level have always existed in our educational system and continue today. (more)
· This is where the real crisis is, where action needs to be taken. 
· It is not specific to boys. It is a crisis for Hispanic, African American, and low-income children — both girls and boys.

MAIN FINDINGS-click once
We’ve seen the educational progress made by girls and women since AAUW’s landmark How Schools Shortchange Girls report. Where the Girls Are provides evidence that our advocating for girls has made a difference. And that it can be done again for African American, Hispanic and low income children. This report deeply reflects our mission; it integrates advocacy, education and research. It combines all the elements of what we are. 

Where the Girls Are points to three main findings: Read screen click separately
In general, both boys and girls are doing better than ever in terms of educational performance.

Girls’ successes have not come at boys’ expense.

Understanding disparities by race/ethnicity and family income level is critical to understanding girls’ and boys’ achievement.

IN GENERAL
· Both girls and boys on average are doing better than ever
· Girls’ and boys’ average test scores on standardized tests such as the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) for elementary and high school students and college entrance exams like the SAT and ACT have improved or remained stable in recent decades.  

 CHART # 2
· Throughout the presentation, girls’ scores will be shown in blue and boys’ in green.

· Notice general improvement for girls and boys at all three ages.

· The “traditional” differences remain, with boys slightly outperforming girls in math and girls slightly outperforming boys in reading  
 CHART # 1
· General improvement in all three age groups

· Except among 17 year old boys and girls, where there has been a slight decline in scores recently
 CHART # B4  General improvement

CHART # B3 
· The SAT verbal exam scores have remained somewhat flat for both male and female students.

· Boys outscoring girls on the verbal portion of the SAT is atypical, as,  girls tend to outscore boys on verbal, reading, and English exams.

CHART 23
The ACT is the other popular college entrance exam.

Average math performance has increasing for both males and females.

CHART 22
Performance on the ACT English exam is improving for both males and females.

CHART 28
· In high school girls’ and boys’ average grade point averages are improving. 

· Girls’ average GPA is higher than the average GPA of boys throughout the 15 year period shown here.

 GIRLS-click
· Girls' successes have not come at boys' expense. 

· Charts have shown that Girls and women have made great strides in education in recent decades.  

· But this progress has not come at the expense of boys.

· Boys’ scores did not decline as girls’ scores rose, as proved by the charts you’ve seen and will see. 

CHART # 31

· The statistic most often cited as reason for concern for boys is the fact that women now earn a clear majority of bachelor’s degrees.  

· In 2005, women earned 57% of bachelor’s degrees awarded.

· In 2005 men also earned more degrees than ever before. 

· There has been no recent decline in degrees awarded to men to suggest the appearance of a “boys’ crisis.”

· The gender gap in college attendance is among older students because women are more likely to go back to school than are men. It is almost absent among those entering college directly after graduating from high school.

· 65.8% of students who graduated from high school in 2006 were attending college that fall. (more)
· The college enrollment rate of young women was 66%,  young men 65.5% about the same..

· Why are women going to college in greater numbers than men?  Research points to a number of factors:

· changing work and family expectations of young women

· demand for college graduates in the labor market

· Access to birth control.  (more)
· Increased personal earnings, improved family standard of living, and the probability of avoiding poverty stronger incentives for  women than for men

· Although more women than men earn college degrees, men continue to out-earn women in the workplace.

· Women working F/T, year round earned 78% of what men did in 2007.
·  And as AAUW’s 2007 report Behind the Pay Gap showed, among the college-educated, full-time workforce, one year out of college women earned 80 percent of men’s earnings. Ten years out of college, women earned only 69 percent of what men earned. 

· More men and women are receiving degrees than ever before. An 82% increase in last 35 years.  
CHART # 10

· Geographical patterns in NAEP test performance further support the idea that girls’ successes have not come at boys’ expense but, rather, that girls and boys succeed or fail together.  

· In states where girls do well on math tests, boys also do well, and states with low test scores for boys  have low scores among girls- same trend for reading

· The five highest-scoring states for boys—MA, NJ, NH, Kansas, and Minne—were the highest-scoring states for girls. Three of the four states with the lowest scores for boys—Miss, NM and Ala—were also three of the lowest-scoring states for girls..

UNDERSTANDING DISPARITIES-One click-Entire sentence fades in
· Family income level and race/ethnicity are closely associated with academic performance. 

· White and Asian American students earn higher test scores than African American and Hispanic students. 

· Students from higher-income families earn higher test scores than students from lower-income families. 

· The following charts substantiate these statements

CHART A9

· In 2005, 66% of 12th graders from higher-income families scored at or above a basic level of proficiency on the NAEP math exam, while only 39% of high school seniors from lower-income families scored at or above a basic level. 

 CHART #  3
· On average, higher income students consistently score higher than their lower income peers in all grades and subject
CHART #19

· Lower-income students scored lower than higher-income students on the SAT math exams. Also on SAT verbal exams and ACT Math and English exams.

· The income level is of greater significance then gender in scores.

CHART # A-11

· There are also significant disparities in educational performance by race. In 2005, a minority of African American and Hispanic 12th graders scored at or above a basic level of proficiency on the NAEP math exam, while a majority of white and Asian American high school seniors scored at or above a basic level.

· The reasons for racial/ethnic disparities in scores are beyond the scope of this report. 

· In addition to income disparities, other explanations for the educational achievement gaps by race/ethnicity include differences in school funding and quality, teacher expectations, and racism. 

CHART # 30

· In this chart, we see the percentage of 25 to 29 year olds who completed high school over the past 35 years by gender and race/ethnicity. Today 4% more women than men are graduating..

· The percentage of young women and men holding diplomas is increasing. 

· When you look at this chart you can see females, the lighter shade within a racial/ethnic group, have a higher graduation rate but tend to be in the same range as their peers

· There is a 28% gap in graduation rates between white women and Hispanic men vs 6% gap between Hispanic women and men.

CHART # 34

· The number of African American and Hispanic women and men earning bachelor’s degrees is increasing with women leading the way and Hispanic men showing no clear trend in terms of college degrees

CHART #37

· So, there are some encouraging trends.

· Overall and within racial/ethnic groups and family income levels, girls and boys are improving by most measures of educational achievement, and most achievement gaps between students of different races/ethnicities and income levels are narrowing. 

· As you can see from this chart, minority men and women are earning an increasing proportion of college degrees while the share of degrees earned by white women and men has remained relatively constant, decreasing some
· Bear in mind that percentages do not indicate the actual number of individuals involved.
· While the proportion of degrees earned by white men has decreased substantially from 49 percent to 33 percent since 1977, the number earning bachelor’s degrees has risen slightly, from 438,000 bachelor’s degrees in 1977 and 457,000 bachelor’s degrees in 2005.

· African American men earned approximately the same percentage of degrees (3 percent) in 2005 as they did in 1977. In terms of actual numbers, however, 46,000 African American men earned degrees in 2005 compared to 25,000 in 1977 .

· The distribution of undergraduate degrees awarded today by race/ethnicity more closely reflects the population than it did in the past
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· In part, the idea of a boys’ crisis in education has garnered so much media attention because many of the ideas put forth by its proponents — for example that boys are disadvantaged by the “feminized” classroom — are based on a nostalgic idea that boys and girls have very different roles, are fundamentally very different, and by extension learn very differently.  (more)
· The conclusions from the research, however, are that girls and boys, on average, are both generally improving and tend to succeed or fail together.

· And while women are out-earning men in terms of college degrees, men are not being turned away from college because women have taken their places. More men than ever before are earning college degrees. 

· But while overall trends are encouraging for girls and boys, disparities by race/ethnicity and income level are persistent.  (more)
· The achievement gap by family income level is already apparent when children enter kindergarten. As students progress through the educational system, these achievement gaps generally remain in place.  

· On average, most children from families with higher incomes — both girls and boys — test well and go on to colleges and universities, whereas poor children perform poorly on tests and are more likely to enter the work force without a college degree.  

· There is no boys’ crisis in education.  

· The true crisis is that American schoolchildren are deeply divided across race/ethnicity and family income level, and improvement has been slow and unsteady. This crisis is not a new phenomenon, but it is no less urgent simply because it has been around for a long time.  

· Where the Girls Are: The Facts about Gender Equity in Education is a call to refocus the public debate on these deep divisions that threaten America’s fundamental principle of equal opportunity.

WHAT ACTION CAN YOU TAKE? Now that you have the facts about the situation
· Contact your U.S. Representative- call/visit/e-mail or send a letter to their local office. Available at: the Two Minute Activist http://capwiz.com/aauw/home/, the phone book or ask me.

· No Child Left Behind Act Reauthorization - Include two key provisions

Ask them to include two key provisions, as they update and reauthorize the No Child Left Behind Act, that would provide an 
even clearer picture of educational effectiveness and progress in the U.S., as well as prompt more solutions aimed at closing the achievement gap.
1. CROSS TABULATION OF DATA ON SUBGROUPS OF CHILDREN.
AAUW recommends the data on race/ethnicity, disability, gender, English language status, migratory status and economically disadvantaged status be cross-tabulated to allow for detailed and accurate comparisons between various subgroups of children. With cross-tabulated data, for example, schools could compare the test scores of African American girls to Hispanic girls to understand how these different groups of students are performing, allowing them to tailor solutions to improve educational achievement.
2. STANDARDIZE GRADUATION RATES- there is currently no standard method of calculating graduation rates from state to state, making it unclear how many students are truly graduating each year. The adoption of an accurate and uniform method of calculating graduation rates will provide a more complete picture of how schools are fairing across the country and will shine a light on the high school dropout problem. 

