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[ | branch goals in doing this program (10 points)
[] specific action steps in planning this program (15 points)
[[] steps taken for community visibility (Attach newsletter and newspaper articles.)(10 points)

[ ] measurable impact on the community (10 points)
[ ] lessons learned for future programs/ projects/ events (10 points)

Attach copies of newsletter and newspaper articles about this project/ program/ event.
(No more than 4 pages maximum)
Mail or email the original of your entire application with supporting materials to:
- Peggy Kelland, AAUW-NYS Program Vice President
- 13 Susan Lane, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
smkell45@aol.com
Questions? (845)297-0507




The Skaneateles Branch 2011-12

Individual Program Event

This event featured two women dairy farmers from Pennsylvania. They both signed
leases allowing hydraulic fracturing for natural gas on their land. Their county is widely
fractured and they spoke about the impact on themselves and their property (especially air and
water quality) and on their community. They also spoke of deep divisions in their rural
community, and of the information any landowner must have before signing a lease. Many
audience members were farmers, who asked very good questions. Some had obviously signed
leases. One farmer told me she was going to find out much more information after listening to
the speakers.

The event was video recorded by students from Syracuse University school of
journalism. Other media representatives took pictures and wrote featured articles about the
event. These are enclosed. AAUW’s visibility was greatly augmented by presenting this
program. We also reached out to a part of the community, farmers, who do not ordinarily come
to our events.

This was a terrific educational program and a great example of women empowering

themselves. The biggest hurdles were persuading them to come and pre-publicity. The lesson
learned was to plan for a larger venue.

St pore 2



Attachment to Individual Program Event

Members who attended or benefitted:

The event was open to the public and no record of attendance was taken. The venue held
300 people (per the fire code) and many people had to be turned away. (This is in a Village of
3000 people, although we had attendance of people outside the Village). I saw many of our
members there.

The event was covered extensively in the local papers, so that our members, and the
larger community, definitely benefitted even if they did not attend.

Kathleen Gorr
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“Since the gas started’

Pennsylvama pair recount’ their hydrofrackmg experlence

By Amanda Wada

Protestors carrying anti-

fracking signs at Skaneateles.

First Presbyterian Church

seemed to-be preaching

to the choir Wednesday at
the “Hindsight is 20/20”
hydrofracking presentation
sponsored by the Ameérican

- Association of University
Women. .

‘Two farmers from Brad-
ford County, Pa,, Carolyn
Knapp and. Carol French,
came to Skaneateles to
discuss their experience
with the Pennsylvania gas

._ industry.
While they clalmed al--

liance to neither pro- nor
anti-fracking, Carolyn and

Carol clearly wa'rned of

what they called a “com-
mumty divide.” -

“Carolyn and T have cho-
sen not to label ourselves
whether we are pro- or
anti-gas,” Carol said. “We
are simply living in"a time
of miscommunication, suc-
cumbing to misinformation
while our safety and well-
being are in question.

“Because of this, we are
..seeing our communities

hydrofracking. They are

both Bradford County dairy |

farmers. Carol runs a con-
'ventional dairy -operation,
,Carolyn an organic farm,
Both agreed- to lease
_ property rights to the gas
“industry for hydrofracklng :
purposes.
It was standing room

-

..~ Carolyn and Carol. have iy PEDS
first-hand expefience with

the area has been hit hard
economically. Residents
" have seen the cost of living
skyrocket as a fleet of work-
ers flooded the sleepy, rural .
'commumty
“Rentals went from $350
to $1200 a month,”. Carol
said. “That’s just for a one
room apartment.” Food
prices  have also increased,
as have taxes.

Law enforcement and

_emergency services are

- also feeling the burden of -

the quickly expanded com-
mumty
“Many of the local po- -

lice forces are begmnlng ;
" to speak up about crime,”

Carolyn Knapp told- the
crowd. “It’s mostly DUIs
and bar fights” Carolyn ex-
plained that the area’s jails

 are filled, and the state has

begun shipping its inmatés
to New York. .
“Welcome to New York,”
exclaimed one member
from the audience. _
The gas industry has

brought hundreds of tractor-

trailers onto aging county

- roads, leaving many of them -

maccessxble

* AMANDAW

As Carol French, right, speaksabout the Pennsylvama hydrofracking experience, Carolyn Knapp,leﬁ holdsanenlar
picture which shows a row of heavy commercial traffic brought by the gas industry to Route 6 in Bradford Cour
Penn. At one point, community members could not access the roads for two weeks to receive mail, go'to school

even get to the hospital, French said.

“sWirly white” drinking
water, and held back tears as
she told us of her daughter’s
recent health problems.
“Three weeks_ago my

.daughter had-a fever for

three days. She’s 24 years
old. She never complains.
She had diarrhea, she had

€ cramps, stabbing palns in

" her stomach. -
- “After a'week she lost 10
pounds and she asked me to -

W J’ﬁplease take her to the hospi-

people that were on dialysis'
could not, get to the hos-
pital to receive treatment
because of these kind of
roads. Also, there was no
federal mail delivered for
two weeks.”

Danida~el o -

get to the school because‘of'
these roads. For two weeks, -

* ital. Mind you, we don’t have
“health insurance — like alot
~-of farmers in our area, but
.:'1 did take her like a mom
2. .would. They did blood work

and urine samples and they
did an MRI.

“The blood samples
didn’t show any high elevat-
ed white blood cells, but the
urine did. In the MRI, they
found fluid in her abdomen.

Her right ovary is enlarged, .

and her spleen and her liver

- are slightly enlarged” .

Carol’s daughterhas since

.decidedtomoveto Tennessee
to escape the risk of further

health problems.

After their 90-mintte
presentation,. Carol.and:
Carolyn opéned the ﬂoor‘;{- _
" Reach her at awada@ .

to questions.

Members of the audi-

ence raised concerns abo
how fracking could affe

~ central New York if ]
- gas industry were to beg

dr1111ng here. .

“It’s a beautiful, beaut
ful area here. I didn’t reali:
how beautiful it was,” Car

~ said. “But your way of li
.. will-.change. The: touris
- will 'be gone. T think yec
.guys will end up h1d1ng i
‘your. homes i
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