Awards for High School Senior Girls - BranchProject.

This project encompasses two parts of the AAUW mission, advancing equity for girls through
advocacy and education. This project moves the mission forward by offering two separate
awards for student excellence to two senior girls in each of the 45 Westchester public high
schools. One award recognizes academic ability and potential for future service to women in the
solution of social and civic problems. The 2™ award is for excellence in creative as well as
formal writing. By giving these awards our branch has several goals. We advocate for equity in
education for girls. We provide an opportunity for the girls to be honored in public for their
academic accomplishment and we give them an opportunity to show off their skills as problem
solvers and leaders. At the time we increase our AAUW visibility and recognition.

In 2008 forty schools chose to participate. Our time frame begins in the fall. We prepare our
budget. We update the names and addresses of the Senior Awards Chairperson at each school.
Letters go out in March and the deadline to receive names of recipients is May 5" Award
certificates are printed and inserted in folders and bookplates are placed in books. At a
committee meeting they are gift wrapped, labeled and placed in envelopes for mailing to the
schools. Partners include representatives at each of the 40 schools. They choose the students who
are to be honored, they present the awards at an honor assembly and they publicize AAUW as
the award giver at the honor assembly and in PTA bulletins and the school newspaper. Last year
we partnered with Strunk & White publishers to present The Elements of Style and with Barnes
and Noble to present Lisa See’s Snow Flower and the Secret Fan to the récipients.

Our Branch has 20 members on the AAUW committee and more than 40 school representatives,
and two publishers who worked with us to plan and complete the project.

Our community visibility is high. The 45 schools are made aware of the AAUW mission and our
goals. An auditorium filled with teachers, parents and guests learn about us through the awards
that we give out. Our AAUW membership brochure is enclosed in each recipient’s award
package. Each bookplate has our name and the name of our publisher partner. Our AAUW
project becomes part of an event and program at each school. Members attend if their children or
grandchildren are enrolled in the school. Eighty girls in forty high schools benefit from the
project. Our donating publishers benefit through the publicity and good will they receive for their



donations and by partnering with AAUW in édvocating for equity for girls and academic
excellence.

The committee attracts members who have recently joined. Volunteers are able to choose the
amount of time they are able to give to the project. The response from the community, schools,
parents and students is enthusiastic and very positive. Enclosed are letters that describe our
impact.

The lesson we learned this year is that due to the difficult economy, Barnes and Noble had to
withdraw their support and we are searching for another publishing partner. Strunk & White will
remain with us. We may need a contingency plan for next year.

Thank you for considering our project.



46 Galloway Lanc
Valhalla, NY 10595

June 17, 2008

Ms. Cartaina and Ms, Kent
American Association of University Women
Westchester Branch

Dear Ms. Cartaina and Ms, Kent:

Thank you very much for the Outstanding Student Award and The Elements of Style. |
was honored to reccive this award from the Westchester Branch of the American
Association of University Women. In pursuing my drcam of becoming a tcacher, 1 hope
to be able to have a positive effect on all of my future student but especially young
women as they are defining and achieving their own goals. In this way | hope to be able
to do my part in assisting women and girls along life’s journcy.

Sincerely,

Krista Everett
Vathalla High School Class of 2008
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March 1,2008 - ¢

To: THE SENIOR AWAB.DS CHAIRPERSON

Siibjece: TWO AAUW WESTCHESTER AWARDS

The American Association:of Univeesity Women, Westchester - .
mammmmmmmmma
to TWO seaior girls in each Westchester public high school. Each award
has its own specially chosen book with inscribed bookplate, along with an
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Created by Marlene Cartaina
8-6 Steven Drive
Ossmmg.NYlOSéz
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. AWARD 2~ EXCELLENCE IN WR!TING AWARD




