INDIVIDUAL PROJECT/ PROGRAM/ EVENT:
Category: m ,
Title: Professional Clothing Fair

Unemployment is up sharply in the North Country (over 11% in SLC) and job seekers are
competing hard for fewer openings in the area. AAUW helped to make the search a little less
stressful with their 8" Professional Clothing Fair. The Fair was open to anyone looking to get a
few items of clothing suitable for a job interview, student teaching, or a new job or an
employment upgrade. Hosted at SUNY Canton on March 11-12, 2009, the Fair was
cosponsored by AAUW, SUNY Canton, and the One Stop Career Center.

Advancing people’s work goals, employment 6pportunities, and helping them to further their

educational aspirations are all pat of why we developed and continue this project. Clearly the
Branch is able to fulfill our AAUW mission and effect positive societal change though this self-
help program. By teaming up with other groups, we spread the workload and the impact.

The key organizer is an AAUW member and SUNY Canton staff member who coordinates the
efforts of branch members, community organizations and campus groups and students to
collect donated clothing, organize and display the goods, and help “shoppers” select clothing.
The branch takes care of all publicity (see attached samples of several newspaper articles),
including posting on our website. Each year, several hundred people attend the Fair to select a
few outfits.

The county community responds ever year with generous donations of new, nearly new and
gently-used clothing. The Fair offers tax receipts based on the Salvation Army valuation guide
for used clothing. This year the Fair added a Dress For Success Fashion Show with students
and staff modeling new and slightly used clothes and a special “shopping day” for SUNY
Canton student to help them get ready for job interviews and that first job following
graduation.

Given the downturn in the economy nationally, the Fair is even more needed now than it was
when we started it several years ago. We anticipate this need to grow and may have to expand
the number of days we are “open for business” next year.
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