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n honor of the 50th anniversary of the AAUW Foundation, the St. Lawrence
County Branch sponsored 50 Books for 50 Years: Sharing Women's History with a
New Generation of Readers. Branch EF-VP Lyn Burkett worked closely with Sarah
Sachs, the Children’s Librarian at the Potsdam Public Library, to update the
women’s history collection in the children’s library. The 50 Books list is available
on the branch website at . . The booklist
was distributed to the 64 other libraries in the four-county North Country Library
Sys'teem (most do not have an AAUW branch in their area) as a tool to update their
collections.

To showcase the project and celebrate Women's History Month, we organized
Leaders & Readers: An Afternoon with Women’s Words for March 14, 2009. The
afternoon’s readings are open to all to listen or to share a short selection from a
favorite female writer. We invited local political and education leaders, as well as

AAUW members to read, as well as members of the audience.

The event was designed as a fundraiser for both the 50 Books project and EF. Pre-
addressed envelopes for both projects were available on site for attendees to use.
Obviously this project furthers AAUW’s objectives regarding women and girls and
to showcase the work of the Educational Foundation. EF-VP Lyn Burkett gave a
good overview of AAUW, the Foundation and local branch activities as she
introduced the program, along with a membership pitch. It was also an excellent
visibility opportunity.

We are planning the Women’s Words event as an ongoing Women'’s History Month
program. Fhe venue was a storefront, so the 30 plus attendees filled the space.

- Most-were not AAUW members, so we outreached to many new potential
members in the community. Next year we’ll need a bigger space and limit readers
to no more than 5 minutes in order to allow more selections to be shared.
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Patricia W. Musante, director of the Potsdam Public Library, holds a copy of ‘Rabble Rousers: 20 Women Who

' Made a Difference,’ during an event at the St. Lawrence County Arts Councll during which people shared short

story and poem selections from some of their favorite female writers.

POTSDAM — Women's words filled the St. Lawrence County Arts Counci on Saturday, as bookworms read
passages and poems from their favorite authors in the name of advancing girls' education.

The American Association of University Women's "Leaders and Readers" event attracted 30 attentive listeners
and raised money and awareness for the St. Lawrence County chapter’s educational foundation.
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the 50th anniversary of the

AAUW Educational Founda-

tion, the St. Lawrence County
Branch of AAUW is sponsor-

ing Leaders & Readers: An
Afternoon with Women’s
Words on Sat., March 14 from |

2-3:30 pm at the St. Lawrence
County Arts Council, 51 Mar.
ket Street in Potedam.

The afternoon’s readings are |

open to all and anvone come to
listen or to share a short selee-
tion from a faverite female
writer The excerpt mayv be a
poem, part of a book, short

special meaning, Wom
writings have taken many dif-
ferent forms thmughwt his-
Lery, sa be creative in your
selectiva, _
Among the local leaders
who will participate are Mane
Regan. the Supervisor for the
Town of Pﬂtﬁéaan‘;d af past
AAUW president, and a found-
ing member of SQOAR. This
spring she is teaching a SOAR
course on The American
Dream: The Great Gatsby and
Death of a Salesman,
Other scheduled guest read-
vrs include Eudora Watson,
. James Barnes and Victoria
- Levitt. Watson is a poet, fic-
© ton writer, and freelance non-
fiction editor. Barnes is the
' pastor at the Potadam United
Methodist Church. Levitt, who
teaches writing at SUNY Pots-
dam, has published a poetry
chapbook, *Talking to Poets.”
St. Lawrence County
Branch AAUW readers will
include Lisa M. Wilson, presi-

St. Lawrence County Branch

POTSDAM - In hapor of
Women's History Month and

W& mm
- Town of Potsdam Super-

»mhiamﬁegmwmaf

An A*termmﬁ with
Women's Words from 2.
3:30 p.m. March 14 at the
St. Lawrence County Arts
Council, 51 Market St..
Potsdam. This Women's
History Month program
will feature an eclectic
smorgasbord of women's

writings styles through

time, Come and listen or
brmg a short selection and
join in as a reader. {Sey-
mour Photo)

dent, and Lyn Ellen Burkett,
Eduéamai Foundation VP

Wilson is planning an excerpt
from North Country writer
Marietta ﬂuﬂz} {1836-1926)
whose satiric fictional hervine,
Samantha ﬂ%ﬁz, often opined
about women's rights and a
woman's proper place in mar

nage. .

In addition to enjoying the
reading selections, partici-
pants can alse learn more

Leaders & Readers

dam ?uhht Library. Branch

project at the Pots-

EF vice president Lyn Burkett
worked closely with Children’s
Librarian Sarah Sachs to cre-

| ate a list of books to update

the women's history collection

| in the children’s library.

Most of the 50 Books are for

L 8-12 year old readers, but
- some are for young adults and

sume are for younger readers
tas young as four vears oldi.
The topics include hife stories

of {upiee mman iﬁdl‘ﬁ‘%fﬁmi‘

i‘wﬁx and squ t}m m!as i
colonial America and the Civil
War, and their work to abolish
dwery arud grin voting rights,

The 50 Books list is avail
sble on the branch website at
www northnet org'stlawrencea
auw/50hooks.pdl. Tn addition
to direct donations, anyone
may “adopt” one of the hooks
on the 50 Books for 50 Years
book Het through the Potsdam
Library's Adopt-A-Book pro-
gram. Donations to the AAUW
Educational Foundation are
also encour,

The AAUW !:“-daca‘tiénﬂi
Foundation - the world’s
largest source of funding
exclusively for gradnatf}
women - supports aspiring

scholars around the globe,

tearhers and activists in Jocal
communities, women at criti-
cal stages of their careers, and
those pursuing ﬁmfcﬁsmﬁs
where wommen are 7 .
senied,
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