The St. Lawrence County Branch AAUW organized two major candidate forums in October 2008 as
part of their ongoing voter education work. We worked with two partner organizations, the St.
Lawrence County Branch BPW and Clarkson University’s Media Center, to produce a forum to fill the
open NY’s 118™ Assembly District seat. The forum was filmed and later broadcast on WCKN, Time
Warner Cable Channel 30, several times prior to Election Day. Questions were asked by a local media
panel as well as questions that submitted in writing and screened for duplication and clarity from the
live audience present.

The following week there was a Candidate Forum between the contenders for the NYS-23™
Congressional District, John McHugh, Republican and Michael Oot, Democrat. That forum was
cosponsored by AAUW, BPW, Clarkson University and SUNY Potsdam. The forum was one of only
three scheduled in the 23" District, which takes in all or parts of 11 counties in the northern part of
the state. This forum was also filmed and broadcast on WCKN several times prior to Election Day.
Questions were asked by a local media panel, with a young woman SUNY Potsdam student asking the
public’s questions in order to ensure gender balance on the panel.

There was plenty of pre- and post- event publicity generated for both of these events (see attached

samples). All the PR articles are linked on the branch website and can be viewed at

Pay equity was one of the public’s questions that were asked at the Assembly forum; although a pay
equity question was submitted at the Congressional forum, it did not make it into the rotation of
questions.

We made voter registration materials available to college students: SUNY Potsdam registered 300 new
voters, 350 got absentee ballots; 250 Clarkson University voters were registered.

We write/wrote a continuing series of Get Out the Vote/Voter Education Op-Eds that are/were
published in the local papers ( ).
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