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“Meet the Candidates Forum”
Monday, October 19, 2009

This project, planned by our Programs VP, Cynthia Loring MacBain, and Public Policy VP, Gail
Vanderlinde, addressed AAUW’s mission of promoting education. For the first time our town
had a female candidate for town supervisor and we wanted to give her and all candidates the
opportunity to explain their positions. {She won the election!)

Branch Goal: Co-sponsoring the forum provided an opportunity for increased visibility for our
branch among our community.

Action steps involved: Meeting with candidates and co-sponsors; securing a venue; securing a
moderator who was well-known (local TV news anchor, Carrie Lazarus); arranging publicity in
multiple newspapers; distributing flyers and posters; compiling questions for candidates.

Good press coverage resulted (see enclosed clippings.)

Community impact: Based on feedback, the community appreciated the opportunity to question
candidates and hear them address issues of community importance and concern.

This is the third election year forum we have sponsored and each time we learn something new:
to have unbiased moderators, a large enough venue, compilation of questions beforehand, and
plenty of publicity. Also, having a co-sponsor increases attendance.
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