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Questions? (845)297-0507



Bchenectady Branch Project, Brightening the Future of the Students in the Schenectady Community, is
piti-faceted and was generated when AAUW released its Spring/Summer 2008 report on educational equity,
PWhere the Girls Are.” The study cites evidence that disparity in educational opportunity is based, not on
Fgender, but on economic status and race/ethnicity. Our primary goal this past year had been to become more
 visible in the community, but since 74% of the Schenectady City students fall below the poverty level and many
are so-called minorities, our focus changed. We decided to make visibility a secondary goal . It was more
important to have an impact on the children in our community.

Our first step was to work in conjunction with the Schenectady Junior League in a project to provide backpacks
and school supplies for the elementary children in the Schenectady Schools. In addition to collecting money
and materials, we also helped to fill the backpacks and distribute them directly to the students on opening day.
(See Visions articles and AAUW acknowledgement that was put into thousands of backpacks.)

With funding in schools so restricted, another component of the project was to provide the students with live
theater. (See attachments,) We received grant money from Stewart’s and the Schenectady County Initiative to
sponsor performances from TheaterworksUSA to nearly 900 students.

We also created a mentoring program in three of the elementary schools. We planned what would be involved
with the Reading Teacher and/or volunteer coordinator in each of the buildings. There are ten of us who mentor
in grades 1-5 once a week for an hour. Each one-hour period is divided into two sessions, and in each one, the
mentor works with one or two students at a time in the areas of reading and/or math. We have been mentoring
since early Nov., plan to continue until June, and hopefully will extend this program to next year. Some of our
members have also volunteered to go to one of the schools to read aloud to the children on Dr. Seuss Day on
March 5.

When we first began at one of the schools, which was created as a result of a charter school closing, we found
the library to be devoid of books and the classrooms lacking in materials. Jumping at the chance to help rectify
this situation, we began a book drive. We contacted Friends of the Library, a volunteer group that monitors
used books no longer in use in the public libraries, and they permitted us to choose 200 from their collection to
take to the school. Coupled with the 250 new or gently worn books our AAUW members contributed, we
donated a grand total of 450 books to this school, some going to the library and others directly into the
classrooms.

On March 18, we are having a luncheon forum in which local administrators, including the Superintendent of
the Schenectady Schools, will address the economic and racial/ethnic disparity they feel exists in their schools,
With looming budget cuts that will no doubt impact ability to retain teacher-student ratio and programs, this
issue of educational equity is a matter of great concern. We have invited a reporter from the Gazette,
Schenectady’s primary newspaper, to attend the discussion and hope this will result in a feature article.

One of our other related projects addresses the older student. For the first time, we have created a scholarship
for a female student at Schenectady Community College, and one of the criteria will be financial need.

Did we increase our visibility? Absolutely! Working with Stewart’s, Schenectady County Initiatives, the Junior
League, Friends of the Library, the teachers, and the administrators in local districts, people now know our
name and what we can accomplish. The names and numbers of AAUW members directly involved in these
activities are found in the attached Visions’ articles. Are we able to provide specific numbers of how many
people we worked with or how many children were affected? No. Did we generate some new members?
Sadly, no. Did we have a measurable impact on the community? Without a doubt, we have improved the
learning opportunities of many of the students. Next year, we are considering the possibility of extending our
mentoring to include young women who also have learning opportunities curtailed due to economic status and
race/ethnicity, perhaps partnering with Literacy Volunteers. We have made a difference this year!



" Operation Back-to-School Sept. 2008

We joiited the Junior League of Schenectady in
Operation Back-to-School in the summer.
Combined with partial proceeds from ‘07 and 08
Niska-Days, and individual contributions by some
of our members, in June our Branch made a
donation of $850 to help purchase school supplies
for the children in three schools in Schenectady.
The following members provided support with a
gift of school supplies (Maxine Borom, Nancy
Phillips, Pat Terry, and Joan Welch) or a financial
contribution (Annette Billmeyer, ‘Ann Bish, Evelyn
Currie, Mary Delory, Pam Haller, Ann Hicks, Jane
Jennings, Nancy Ottati, Gerri Pinkerton, Dottie
Potochmk Elhe Rowland -and Nancy Walden) IQ

Pam Haller 399-8580 Haller915@aol.com

Operation Back-to-School Oct. 2008

As a branch, we received a letter of appreciation from
the Junior-League this summer, and each :
individual who-contributed also received a

personal thank you and acknowledgment of her

tax deductible contribution. Some of our members :
volunteered to fill bags with school supplies on
August 26 and distribute them to the children at
Yates, Hamilton, and Fulton Elementary Schools

on September 4. We worked hand in hand with
representatives from other organizations. In’

addition, the following thank you letter from the
Junior League, recognizing participation of all the
groups in this worthwhile project, was included

in gach of the approxxmate 1,000 backpacks

The Board of Diréctors, members, and friends 0f

the Junior League of Schenectady wbuldlike to o
thank the following individuals and o X
Jor thelr support of “Operation Back to School.”

Fidelis Care

SCA Tissue Norih America
The Carlilian Foundation
Stewart’s Holiday Match
Schenectady County Youth Bureau

The Rotary Club of Schenectady Foundation

Excerpts taken from Presidents’ Notes in Visions, the Branch newsletter

Junior League of Scbaeaady Past Presadem
Wal-Mart .
Berkshire Bank

28" Annual WGY Christmas Wish Canqmigu
First New York Federal Credit Union
Selkirk Cogen Pariners L.P.
SEFCU Foundation - B
Troy Savings Bank Foundation
Griffith Dardanelli Architects, P.C. :
Schenectady Business & Professional Women
Parcel Post Plus

This was a clear indication that we CAN partner
with other organizations, have an. impact in pur
own community, and achieve visibility at the
same time. And what better way to do itthan to
respond to AAUW'’s, “Where the Girls (and
Boys) Are” Report on Educational Equity, based
upon economic status and race/ethnicity, and
support the children in our schools!

Pam Haller 399-8580 Haller915@aol.com

Children's Plays — Oct. 2008

On Wednesday, October 1, 2008 the Schenectady
AAUW will present two performances of
TheatreworksUSA's new musical production of
NATE THE GREAT based on Marjorie Weinman
Sharmat's popular series of children's books. The
performances for elementary children will take
place at 9:30 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. at Schenectady
High School Auditorium.

Once again this year we have received generous
support from the Schenectady County Initiative
Program and the Stewart’s Foundation. This
support enables AAUW to keep ticket prices
affordable for as many children as possible.

Toni Walsh & Helen MacDonald

Backpacks and Children’s Play Nov. 2008

In September the following women helped pack
backpacks and distribute them to the students of the
Schenectady Schools: Pam Haller, Nancy Phillips,
Gerri Pinkerton, Dottie Potochnik, Ellie Rowland,
and Joan Welch.

Pam Haller



Children’s Plays Nov. 2008

On Wednesday, October 1, eight huiidred and ninety-four

children (and over one hundred chaperones) from nine
elementary schools arrived by car, bus; arid on foot to -
attend Theéatreworks USA's musical production of NATE
THE GREAT at Schenectady High School. Ourvoluntéer
ushers: Arlene Gollmer, Pat Gregory, Pam Haller, Anrt-
Hicks, Arlene Maranville, Nancy Phillips, Gerri Pinkerton,
Robin Eddy, Bobbi Richardson, Joan Welch, and Faith
Weldon were there to greet and seat them.Thank you all.
We couldn't have done it without you. Special thanks to:
Gerri Pinkerton and Arlene Maranville who took the stage
to introduce AAUW to the audmnce : : _

Itwasa hxghly successful day Nite’ the Grcat was an
exceptionally good production, and the children enjoyed
themselves thoroughly. Once again we are grateful to
grants from the Schenectady County Initiative Program
and the Stewart's Foundation for enabling AAUW to bring
professional live theatre to the children of Schenectady
County at a reasonable cost. Asalways, the cooperation -
from the staff at Schenectady School of Fine Arts was
outstanding. And it d;dn't rain!

Toni Walsh and Helen MacDonald

Become a Mrntar’ Help a Chzld } mm
In con_]unctlon with - : :

o AAUW'S Resgarch report | that shows
' deep divisions in, education exxstmg between
mmalfcthﬂxc ami class lmes, and o

& - Operation Back-thchool where we*helped io _‘?
- - provide school supplies for children in fhe E
: Sebenectmiy schools, e

wehope toaﬂabhsh a lmk between our anchand :
some of the Schenectady schools. We will begin wﬁh ’
Hamilton, Yates, and Keane (new) elememary schools. :
We plan to organize teams of our members foreach
school who would be willing to donate some time each
wéek workmg with individual students.’ As one teacher

‘commented to us, “A volunteer could merely sit and read

to a child from a picture book or listen to the'child read*
aloud. It’s the one-on-one time that would mean so
much to our students.” This would require no formal =
teaching background, although some of us who are
retired teachers mxght wish to do more in the mentonng.

We all lead busyhvessomordertoprovndeascbool
with mentors 1/2 ~1 hour per week, we will establish- -
teams of 3-4 women. Each individual would not have : . ,
to commit each week, unless she wanted to. lnstead, ...
the members of a.team could rotate depending upon -

each person’s availability, as long as the team were .
responsible for. guaranm:ng that at least one member
goes to the school in.any given week. Perhaps only = .
one person on a team. would be gvailable, but it is also
conceivable that for some weeks, more than one person.
(or everyone!) on a team mlght be able to work with the
children.. . e

If you have qmnons or would be mterested m _
volunteering your time and effort to work directly with
a child whose. teaebes has d would bqnzﬁt

1L .

Once wegetasenseofwhowmldbemtgmsted we.
will begin to put together teams and match you with the
schnol you prefar We hope this will evolve intoan .

working relationship between our Branch and
the Schenectady schools. With your, helpywe can have
a positive' impact on our community. .
Pam Haller and Gerri Pinkerton




We hope be able to attend the holiday
breakfast at Glet Sanders Mansion on Dec. 6.
In keeping with our tradition of helping others
during the holiday season, we will be collecting
items for the children at the Family Life Center
(women and children’s facility of City Mission).
Currently there are 5 babies less than a year old, one
child 6 years old, two children 8 years old, and one
child 9 years old. In our continued efforts this year
to reach out to the children in our community,
please consider bringing one or more of the
following items: X o
*  unisex ¢lothing for babies (one-piece outfits)

infant toys (rattles, pacifiers)

hats, scarves, gloves for childten
" educational games/puzzl

children's books ee o

coloring books/crayons

- * . disposable diapers- = .- S o
Bring as many gifts as you wish!: They should be -
wrapped or in a gift bag. Please label each gift on the
outside of the pkg. (“INFANT” or “CHILD” B
and the item(s) included.) If youn have something to
contribute but do not plan to attend; please send it with -
someone who will be going. Thank you for your
generosity. - R :

Nine of us have volunteered to mentor at three
elementary schools, Hamilton, Keane, and Yates.
The volunteers are Robin Eddy, Pat Gregory,

Pam Haller, Donna Northrup, Gerri Pinkerton,
Nancy Phillips, Toni Walsh, Joan Welch, and Jean
Wildgrube. We have met with the school
coordinators to establish our schedules and what we
will be doing. Each two-three person team will go
to the school once a week for an hour. Sometimes,
perhaps only one person on the team will be
available to volunteer a particular week; other times
it might be the entire team. By the time you receive
this issue of Visions, tutoring will be well underway
and we will be working directly with children who
will benefit by some one-on-one time.

No formal teaching background is required. We
would welcome any additional volunteers so if you
have questions and might be interested in working
directly with children with academic needs, please
contact us.

Hamilton and Y ates are both well-established
schiools with a supply of books and educational
materials and games accumulated over the years.
However, Keane, formerly St. Luke’s on'Albany
Street, is another story. It was recently acquired by
the Schenectady Schools, along with two other
buildings, in large part as a response to the charter
school closing. Totally unexpected, the enrollment
at Keane jumped dramatically the week school
opened to classes with 29 children each. Needless
to say. the original budget allocation for materials
has beén stretched. The staff began with a totally
empty building devoid of supplies. More teachers
have been hired to reduce initial class size. Those of
us who volunteer at Keane are very aware of the
scarcity of teaching materials and children’s books
and educational games.” For that reason, if you
have access to any children’s books or educational
games (appropriate for elementary-aged children) in
good condition that you would be willing to donate,
please bring them to a general meeting, or contact.
the Keane volunteers: (Pam Haller399:8580.or
Haller915@aol .com , Robin Eddy:346-1683 or .
reddy5S@nycap.rr.com:. Jean Wildgrube 374-1003.
or JWildgrube@aol.com ). Also, if you are aware
of any community book sales that might be selling
children’s books, pleasé let us know. Thank you.



Feb. 2009

Breakfast

In December, we also had a memorable holiday
breakfast. In addition to the beautifully decorated room,
a small group of women (Barbara Aldi, Gerri Pinkerton,
Jean Wildgrube, Pam Haller) made centerpieces for the
tables. Eleven were sold to those attending and the
proceeds ($155) will be used for our ncwly—created
scholarship fund. .

At the breakfast, we also collected gifts for the childrén
who live at the Family Life Center of City Mission. Of
special note was the effort of one of our long-standing
members, Evvie Currie. Although she was could not
attend the breakfast, she went out of her way to drop off
gifts for the children abead of time. The response of the
guests was overwhelming! We ended up with so many
gifts, the two huge collection boxes overflowed, and we
had just as many outside them as inside. We’re sure
your generosity delighted the chlldren

Book Drive

Our book drive for Keane Elementa:y School was very
successful. Some members contributed an assortment of
books, both new and'gently used, (‘Barbara Aldi, Pat
Buczkowski, Robin Eddy, Pam Haller, Marguerite
Pileggi, Jean Wildgrube). We might add that Marguerite
has a special fondness for Keane since she, herself, was
a student in the first kindergarten class there. She has
even mentioned that she would like to visit someday
while we’re mentoring and take a walk down Memory
Lane.

In addition to individual contributions, with the help of
Dottie Potocknik and Ellie Rowland, we were able to
secure a donation of 200 books from the Friends of the
Library to take to Keane. This is a group of volunteers
who raises funds to maintain the libraries’ programs in
Schenectady County. They were very generous in
releasing some of their collection of books that would
ordinarily have been used for fund-raising. Between this
group and individual members, we provided Keane with
nearly 450 books!

Mentoring :
Our mentoring program is in progress. Two of usare -
mentoring at Hamilton (Ellie Rowland and Toni Walsh),
five are at Keane (Robin Eddy, Sondra Grady, Pam
Haller, Gerri Pinkerton, Jean Wildgrube), and three are
at Yates (Donna Nmﬂn‘up Nancy Phillips, Joan Welch).
Each of us who participates as a mentor can confirm that
it is a rewarding experience, both for the child and adult.
There are always children in need who would benefit
from one on one time. If anyone else is interested in
devoting one hour per week to working with chlldren,
please contact Pam Haller (See below )

Pam Haller 399-8580 Hailer915@aol com

Scholarship and Read Alomm N

At the Branch level, we would like to announce that we
have established a scholarship fund for a worthy student
at Schenectady County Community College. The
Scholarship Committee, chaired by Sondra Grady, is in
the porcess of estabhshmg criteria for the award which
will be presented in May.

Continuing our focus on educauonal eqmty mls year,
thank you goes to four of our members who have -
volunteered to read aloud to classes at Keane Elementary
on their “Dr. Seuss Day” on March 2. They are Robin. .
Eddy, Betsy Forkas, Donna Northrup, and Dottie:
Potochnik.

The rest of the articles for szlons have not been
published yet




JUNIOR LEAGUE OF SCHENECTADY

Women building better communities

July 18, 2008

Pamela Haller

Co-President

AAUW - Schenectady Branch
22 Richiand Drive

Scotia, NY 12302

Dear Pamela Haller:
Re: Operation Bick fo School

Thank you for your generous support of the Junior League’s 2008 Operation Back to School
project. Because of you, approximately 1,200 students at Schenectady’s Elementary Schools
will receive a backpack filled with all the supplies they need to start the year off on the right foot!

Your $850 contribution will help purchase school supplies for needy children in the Schenectady
City School District This letter confirms that the League is a tax-exempt, nonprofit organization
as described in section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code. You received no goods/services in return for
your generous contribution.

We will be filling the bags with school supplies on Tuesday, August 26™. At 10:00 a.m., we will
begin filling the bags at Yates Elementary School. Then at 6:00 p.m., we will fill the bags at
Hamilton Elementary School. We expect that it will take approximately two hours to fill the bags
at each school.

We would be thrilled if you or someone from your organization would like to join us as we
distribute the packs to the children on the first day of school. Please let us know if you are
available to come to Yates Elementary School on the moming of September 4™ and then at
Hamilton Elementary School from 1:00 pm -2:00 pm. Of course, cameras are more than
welcome.

In total, the Junior League acquired more than 42,200 items for the students that were identified
by their teachers as critical for the school year. We know from past experience, seeing the
faces of the kids (and those of their parents) on the first day of school is priceless. Therefore,
we cannot thank you enough for making such a big difference in the lives of these children!

We hope to see you on August 26™ or September 4". Please contact Denise Murphy McGraw
at 434-9000 or by email at dmurphymegraw@blkiobby.com to advise her of your availability.

All my best,

Denise McGraw Patty Rowledge
Co-Chair Co-Chair

PO Box 857, Schenectady, NY 12301 (518) 370-1802

A mamber of The Associaion
of Jurier Lespues Internasora Inc.

R
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" JUNIOR LEAGUE OF SCHENECTADY
Wemns htiliding hotier coniunitios

The Board of Directors, members and frlends of
the Junior League of Schenectady would like to
thank the following individuals and organizatlons

for their supportof |
“Operation Back-te-SchooP’

Fidells Care
SCA Tissue North America
The Carlilian Foundation

~ Stewart’ s Hohday Match
Schenectady County Youth Bureau

The Rotary Club of Schenectady Foundatlon Inc.

gheg tag%‘Past P; s, ey

Wal-Mart
Berkshire Bank :
28" Annual WGY Christmas Wish Campalgn
First New York FCU
Selkirk Cogen Partners L.P.
SEFCU Foundation
Troy Savings Bank Foundation
Griffith Dardanelli Architects, P.C.
Schenectady Business & Professional Women
Parcel Post Plus -
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sy Foders i .. Junior League to bring backpacks, schools suppiies to students of Schenectady City Schools N o
- Run entirely by volunteers, Capital Region's largest effort of its Kind wil provide supplies to more than 5,500 children

.%gvaggign%?gg.gs camantary chacis will receive backpacks filled with school supplies fom
members of the Junior League of Scheriectidy. In addition, students st Fulion, Yates and Hainilton elementary schools will receive backpacks filled with all the supplies
needed for the year a8 identified by their tesichers. . SO R T S o
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o 10:00 am at Yates Eloment

¢ 1:00 pm at Hamilton Eleaientary School, 7% AvenusWebster Siret, Schenectady.

Now in ils aixth year, Operalion Beck-to-School has uaisssoo. E,ir- and backpacks o more then 2,500 children 93&.8. Schénectady sga_s.eg: atVan -
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Federal Credit Union, Grifith Dardanelii Architects, Selkirk Cogen Partners and Schenectady BPW. T ¢ T
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22 Richland Drive

Scotia, NY 12302
October 8, 2008

John Sardos, Principal

William C. Keane Elementary School

1252 Albany Street

Schenectady, NY 12304

Dear Mr. Sardos:

Mﬁmsc nectady Beanch, is in the process of soliciting yplﬂnié,e’rsg to help mentor in

the Schenectady schools. It is our intent to create 3-4 member teams who would be
available for approximately one hour a week to go into the schools to offer assistance to .«
the children and teachers. Many of us are retired, certified teachers. We will be grouped
in teams so that if one or two members were unavailable in any given week, there would-
' still be'someone from the team who could participate. - : ' TR

Dana De Marco, your Literacy teacher, tells me that you might be interested in the
services of some of these volunteers. 1.would be happy to arrange to have a team
assigned to your school. How you would make use of the women would be up to you;
however, we do ask that they work directly with the children.

Please let me know if you would be interested in us providing some volunteers and we
can schedule a meeting between them and you (or your volunteer coordinator) to clarify -
schedules and res‘ponsibili't‘ies. ‘ / - :

* This year we are offering our services.to three schools, Hamilton, Yates and Keane.; Itis
our hope that this can be the beginning of an ongeing working relationship betwess:
AAUW and the Schenectady schools. Thank you. ey e

: ‘Sincerely, C L
~ Pamela Haller ~ S
Haller915@aol.com _ o S
399-8580 B |

Co-President AAUW

Schenectady Branch




, Fnends of the me ,
~ Schenectady hbmry—Cenn'al Branch
99 Clinton Streét
Schenectady, NY 12305

: Deaf,lfnends of the lerary: :

22 Richland Drive
 Glenville, NY 12302

November 14,2008

; fgct that thtee pew schmls had




