INDIVIDUAL PROJECT/ PROGRAM/ EVENT:

Note: Any program since last year's deadline of March 15 is eligible.
Category: (Please circle or highlight the category for which this program is being submitted.)
- Women — Education — Community Cultural - Diversity

Title: Great Decistons Discussion Group

escribe your project/ program/ event in 150-300 words. Be sure to include:
- how the project addressed AAUW's mission (15 points) ’
- branch goals in doing this program (10 points)
- specific action steps in planning this program (15 points) ,
= involvement of other community groups (if any) (10 points)
- number of members (5 points) and nonmembers (5 points) in planning and in putting on the

program

~  steps taken for community visibility (10 points)
- number of members (5 points) and nonmembers (5 points) who attended or benefited
- number of new members who joined (if any) (5 points)
- measurable impact on the community (10 points)
- lessons learned for future programs/ projects/ events (5 points)
The Great Decisions discussion group meets once a month to discuss timely world pubic policy
issues. This supports the AAUW mission to promote equity for women through education; an
educated public is an informed public. The Rockland Branch goals for this project were to
increase membership and community involvement. While the Foreign Policy Association produces
a discussion guide and a video, the format of the program can be personalized to each group. To
differentiate Rockland AAUW's group from other Great Decisions groups in the county, we
brought in experts on the topic of discussion. This involved members of a USAID group, the FBI,
students from a study abroad program, Rotary International, \EENSAASRENEN, 2nd
Turning Point, a Pakistani women's organization And Pace University Law School's Energy and
Climate Center. While the chair organized the basics of the program (advertising, newsletters,
presentation room), this was an effort by five members of the branch. The result is that the
activity went from a participation of ten women members to a discussion attended by forty
members and non members. This is the most popular Great Decisions discussion in Rockland
County. Twenty four new members came from this program. We have learned that this program
requires advance planning to secure speakers and that every current member can help to find



those speakers!

Attach copies of newsletter and newspaper articles about this project/ program/ event.
(No more than 4 pages maximum)

Mail or email the original of your entire application with supporting materials to:
- Peggy Kelland, AAUW-NYS Program Vice President
_ 13 Susan Lane, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

smkell45@aol.com
Questions? (845)297-0507
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F .3 _STA'I'EMENT: In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no
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UW VALUE PROMISE: By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic
iers so that all women have a fair chance.

§Editor’sNote: Bwausethmamsommyexdﬁngevaﬁswmingupatﬂwbeginningofﬂleﬁﬂmsomg
i we are sending this special summer edition of the newsletter so you can mark your calendars for each of
i these events. PLEASE JOIN US!! That will make them all the more memorable.

BRANCH NOTES

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!! We are delighted to announce the following new members:
Fredonia State - Fordbam Univ. - M.S.W.
CCNY

GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP 2008
AT THE NEW CITY LIBRARY 7:00 p.m.

~_ “Aninformed public is an educated public” The Foreign Policy Association

relating to United States foreign policy. Deepen your understanding and judgment of critical policy
issues during a focused discussion that is fact based and non-partisan. The group meets (usually) the
first Thursday of each month. Come to one meeting or to the whole series.

Topics include:

US DEFENSE AND SECURITY POLICY ... SEPTEMBER 4 at 7:00 pm.
TheUSmiHmyisMOpﬁngnewpdki@smdmhodsforde&ndhgmeUSmdiBMabmai What should US
| priorities be? Howshoulditsfomesbes&ncunedanddeployedmmeetnewsecmitychaﬂeng&s?

LATIN AMERICAN: SHIFT TO THE LEFT?..OCTOBER 2 at 7:00 pm.
Wha&umshwprwmdmeUSdeaﬁnAmaimommiwﬁomﬁngingaMgmhﬁmsﬁp? ‘What challenges
confront US policy in Latin America? Can the US offer an altemative to the influence of lefi-leaning leaders like Venezuela’s
Hugo Chavez?

US — CHINA TRADE POLICY...NOVEMBER 6 at 7:00 pm.
Remmo@mmymmmmmmmﬂmmthhMphysmmgmmmmeU&
Couldmelmgemdgmwmguadehnbamm&mahvemadvaseeﬁeumﬂwUSemmy? ‘What role does the
undervalued Chinese currency play? :

PRIVATE PHILANTHROPY...DECEMBER 4 at 7:00 p.m.
BillionaireWalrenBnﬂ"et’shmeZOWpledgetotthillmdMeﬁndaGmFoun&ﬁonmomptedheadlinwabwtﬂnesizeof
the gift and the impact it could have on global education and health initiatives. Can private donors be more effective than
governments in tackling world problems? . '

For more information about Great Decisions, www.fpa.org
To register call (914) 906-0242

The Great Decisions program, sponsored by AAUW, is a discussion of cight imely global problems
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I New City Library Event:

jBnesday, March 11, 1:30 p.m. :
. Emily Harvey from Rockland Community College will present a lecture and slide program on the artist Winslow Homer.
any of Homer’s paintings mitror the themes found within the short stories of Sarah Orne Jewett in the collection The
Country of the Pointed Firs. Selected stories will be discussed on March 18 at our Book Group.

AAUW BOOK GROUP , Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 p.m. New City Library

y of 0il Fi er Stories by Sarah Ome Jewett. Discussion will focus on four short stories in the
collection: “Captain Littlepage,“ “The Waiting Place,” «William’s Wedding,” and “The Foreigner.” AAUW member Nancy
Lind, Ph.D., will lead the discussion. The author (1849 — 1909) chronicled the lives of the country people of coastal Maine,
preserving a vanishing way of life. Although she was well-educated and well-traveled, she focused her literary attention on
the comings and goings of extraordinary local townsfolk. Winslow Homer’s Maine paintings capture the hardship and -
isolation of fishing villages that Jewett describes in her fiction. Jewett and Homer together offer a sumptuous view of this
region at the turn of the century. EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND.

BRANCH MEETING MARCH 17. New City Library 7:00 p.m.. Speaker Dr. Terry Hamblin

This meeting was originally scheduled in October 2008 but was cancelled. Dr. Hamblin’s topic: “You
Ssy You Want & Revolution: John Lennon, the B atles, and the politics of the 1960°s and 1970°s.” The
program is in collaboration with the New City Library and the NY Council for the Arts.

AAUW HOSTS GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP 2009, NEW CITY LIBRARY 7:00 p.m.
Come and join lively, non-partisan discussions!

Thursday, March 5 — “Afghanistan and Pakistan.” Speakers Robina Niaz, Executive Director, Turning Point from
Pakistan, and a representative from Women for Afghan Women

Project.
For more information about Great Decisions www.fpa.org Or call Melissa Guardaro (914) 906-0242

AAUW WOMEN

AAUW women are involved in many other things. Betty Vallone, who does our press releases and is involved with the
CASSpmgram,alsoisanESLteacherfortheOnetoOneProgmmwhichse:vimimmigtantsinthecounty. She is a docent
for the Hermitage Museum in Hohokus, NJ and is writing her third book while attempting to get representation for the last
one. One of Merle Petersen-George’s many activities includes volunteering at the Rockland Interfaith Breakfast Program
about your volunteer activities to newsletter editor, Sylvia Miller, so that we may share with the membership.

AAUW ROCKLAND/ CASS STUDENT PROJECTS

We are privileged to have the Rockland Community College CASS students as student affiliates with our branch. ‘Each young
woman has a specific project which she plans to impart when she returns to her native country after her two years at RCC.

We will feature one of the CASS student projects each month:

Patricia Aguilera (Mexico) “My project consists of forming a Non-Profit Organization in which young students will offer
academic assistance to children of marginalized communities whose access to education is limited. Youngsters at high risk of

reemesammwamuamsememmaned

AAUW CONGRATULATES:; _State Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee who will be honored with a Lifetime Service
Award by the Historical Society of Rockland County in March.

The winners of the AAUW 2009 Note Card Design contest: Michelle Stump, Janice Arrowsmith, Sharon Pottebar -
Shaffer, Katherine Barit, Margaret Mathews. Whileyouwaitforthwespecialnotemdstoaniveinyommailboxi,
spring, feelﬁ'eetov'mitthegaﬂerywhereyouwﬂlﬁndﬂ:enmmdbrmehesofaﬂﬁemﬁsﬁwhoparﬁcipated



* Comic Book Heroes—Ages 5 8 up learn the
history of comics and make your own comic
book. Wed, Mar 18, 4:30 to 6pm.

and find out how Nature makes the best de-
signs on doth. For ages 8 & up.

ZZOdetMnnSK..NewCiq;NY Info: (845) 634-4962.
Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am-9pm, Fri noon-6pm, Sat. 9am-
5pm, Sun 12-5pm. Programs info, call Sally Pellegrini at
634-4997, ext, 139.

* Book Discussion Group—The Exie Canal and
the Paradox of Progress, 1817-1862 by Carol
Sheriff. Wed, Mar 4 at 1pm
* Great Decisions Discussion Gm@— Topic for
March: Afghanistan/Pakistan. Thurs, Mar 5,
at 7pm.

Learn, Laugh and Let Go—Mime artist
Robert Rivest performs. Sun Mar 8, 2pm.

* Women Rlustrators of the Golden Age of II-
lustration. Visual presentation. Thurs, Mar
26 at 1:30pm.

*» Crane Georgian Dance

These dances, among the most beautiful in the
world, evolved over centuries, and rival dlassi-
cal ballet in their demanding and refined tech-
nique blending strength, clegance & graceful
Sun, Mar 29 at 2pm.

shammer::

845

OPtical Shop of N 3ack
86 Main St. Nyack, NY 10960
-305 -3
Unique & Sophisticated
We offer our clients the best in eyewear design.

Bring in your prescription and discover a new you.
Remember, if you have to wear them, make it

Authorized Varilux Dealer -

n...

Contact lenses - Custom repairs

I

119 Main Sirees, Nyack, 10960.
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- and Jeffrey Yang appear Sun, Mar 1 at 4pm;

Lance Henson reads to jazz in the café Tuesday
Mar 10 ac 8pm. Admission is free.
¢ Mike Nichols—Riverspace Co-artistic Direc-
tor Elliotr Forrest interviews the iconic film
director; this fundraiser is part of the Conver-
sation Series.
Fri Mar 6, 8pm Tickess: $125 includes pre
mium seating & post-show party; $65; $35.
® Celebrating Woman's History—Nyack
photographer Lisa Levatt's Goddess on Earth is
2 collection of more than seventy specracular
photographic images of women, each portrayed
as the goddess who gives most meaning o her
life. Goddess on Earth will be on view Mar
7—Mar 28. Info: Goddessonearth.com

© The Banshee of Crokey Hill--Has a Banshee
put a spell on the house? Funny and mysteri-
ous, filled with Irish legend.

Fri, Mar 13 and Sat, Mar 14 at 8pm; Sun,

7 »4&1&7 ;inztjipuvt ZIzimmu:Jiﬂllﬁiﬂtiﬂile

songs and stories in an intimate café serting.
Fri, Mar 20 at 8pm. Tickets $10 in advance;
$12 at the door.

» Milk ‘n Cookies i

Brass Quartet petforms Handel's Water Music,

Gabrieli and Joplin. Young listeners enjoy

milk & cookies and an opportunity to meet

the musicians and try their instruments.

Sat, Mar 21,10:30am. Tickets: advance/mem- .

bers 89 adults/$7 children 2 and over. At the
door: $12 adults/$8 children 2 and over.
* Sound Bites—a powerful, thoughtful
singer-songwriter with her band
Fri, Mar 27 at 8pm. Tickets $15

/ anm 11/91&:‘:-'5:’9:;
Nock Tickees: at the door: $9 genenal adtaeis-
T siom, $7 studenss, sewiors & genendd sub-

scribers, $6 sendens b sewior suberibers. Ino: (845) 348-1880,
or wam.riverspace.org
* VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA

Wed, Mar 4 at 8pm
Javier Bardem, Scarless Johansson. Rated PG-13
Jor sexuality & smoking; 96 minutes. in Cata-
lan, English & Spanish with English subtitles.

“A nieful comedy in which two young Ameri-

can women in Spain savor art, music, Gaudi,
continues on page 22

22 Third Street New City, NY 10956
845-708-0800

Design & Installati:: of Solar Electric

a _ .
- Solar Thermal Systems
BPI Certified Home Energy Analyst on staff
www.isi-solar.com
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