e

Title: Status of Women in North America

Part I:

Other community groups involved, if any (list):(5 points) Friends of the Women's Rights National
Park, Buffalo-Niagara Chapter + 12 other co-sponsors

Number of members involved in planning or putting on the program (5 points) 12
Number of nonmembers involved in the program (5 points) 5

Number of members who attended or benefitted (5 points) 65

Number of nonmembers who attended or benefitted (5 points) 12

Number of new members who joined (if any)(5 points) 1

Part II:
Describe your project/ program/ event in 75-150 words. Be sure to include:
how the project addressed AAUW's mission (15 points)
branch goals in doing this program (10 points)
specific action steps in planning this program (15 points)
steps taken for community visibility (Attach newsletter and newspaper articles.)(10 points)
measurable impact on the community (10 points)
lessons learned for future programs/ projects/ events (10 points)

Attach copies of newsletter and newspaper articles about this project/ program/ event.
(No more than 4 pages maximum)
Mail or email the original of your entire application with supporting materials to:
- Peggy Kelland, AAUW-NYS Program Vice President
- 13 Susan Lane, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

Questions? (845)297-0507



The Buffalo Branch of AAUW celebrated International Women's Day on March 6 at a
brunch entitled The Status of Women in North America. The speakers were:
e the Consul General of Canada, Marta Moszczenska, who had also been Canada's
ambassador to Romania and Hungary
» Jose Buscaglia, PhD, Director of Caribbean Studies at UB who spoke on Mexico,
particularly the Yucatan state where he does research
e Myrna Young, Executive Director of Everywoman's Opportunity Center for Buffalo
and Niagara. She is a well known women's advocate and has been honored by
the governor of NYS.

This is the ninth program of the Buffalo Branch on recognizing the history of struggle of
women worldwide to obtain equity and advancement. The Friends of the Women's
Rights National Park invited two young women who are active in a program sponsored
by a former Afghanistan Peace Corps volunteer from the area who has engaged
numerous high schools to support building girls schools in Afghanistan. These

two young women spoke of their efforts. One of them hopes to become a diplomat and
is interring at the Canadian Consulate here in Buffalo.

The Buffalo Branch and AAUW nationally promote women and girls through advocacy,
education and philanthropy; all of these goals are advanced by inviting participation of
the entire community in this special day. The cosponsors include many groups that
touch the lives of women from different perspectives. We are always grateful for their
involvement. Steps taken to organize the event included numerous contacts with the
Canadian Consulate, great help from a woman professor of public policy at UB to
engage Professor Buscaglia and the gracious commitment of Ms. Young. Reservations,
contacts with cosponsors, programs, flowers, publicity, etc. came together and we had a
wonderful day. March is Women's History Month and there were many events
scheduled so our publicity was limited to an article in the Amherst Bee despite our best
efforts.

Each of the speakers noted the struggles of women in their respective countries:
Canada's efforts to increase the number of women in political office, Mexico 's efforts to
improve the lives of women, and the needs of American women for public policy
programs that support families. The community that listens to voices from other
nations always benefits in our interdependent world (especially from those who share in
that world). The consul general spoke of the writings of Margaret Atwood, Canada's
premier writer who has exposed the dark side of women's need to establish political and
economic parity. The lesson for doing any worthwhile program is persistence; people
are interested and willing to help, both members and non members. Women worldwide
deserve to be heard; through such a day, they can be heard.

Lillis McLean
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