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Rationale:

The final chapter of “Half the Sky” is entitled “What You Can Do.” Nicholas Kristof and Sharon WuDunn suggest three campaigns that would not solve the problems of the world’s women, but action on these three measures would raise the underlying issues higher on the international affairs agenda and would illustrate the solutions to the problems.  These campaigns are to fund girls’ education, to iodize salt to prevent mental retardation, and to eradicate fistula. Their hope is to support a 12 year, $1.6 billion project to laying the groundwork for a major international assault on maternal mortality. In MSK 2.0, we want to encourage branches to ‘focus on fistulas.’

Fistula Facts from Freedom from Fistula Foundation (http://www.freedomfromfistula.org.uk)
1 woman every 2 seconds is seriously injured or disabled giving birth; An estimated 2 million women in Africa live with obstetric fistula; It is estimated that another 100,000 develop the condition every year; More than 500,000 women die each year during pregnancy or childbirth, mostly in developing nations ; 80% of these deaths are completely avoidable; Sierra Leone has just 71 doctors and 112 midwives for a population of six million; Liberia has one doctor for every 28,000 people; In 2005, 8 million women around the world experienced life-threatening complications during pregnancy and childbirth; The 5th Millennium Development Goal is to cut maternal deaths by three-quarters by 2015. We are desperately short of achieving this goal.
Resources:

· Fistula Foundation, www.fistulafoundation.org, supports the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia, established by Reg and Catherine Hamlin.

· Heal Africa, www.leahafrica.org, runs a hospital in Goma, Congo, that repairs fistulas and tends to rape victims. It welcomes volunteers.

· Women’s Dignity Project, www.womensdignity.org, confounded by an American woman, facilitates the repair of fistulas in Tanzania.
· Worldwide Fistula Fund, www.worldwidefistulafund.org, works to improve maternal health and is building a fistula hospital in Niger.

· One by One:  Inspire People. Empower Solutions. End Fistula http://www.fightfistula.org
· Testimony of Helene Gayle, MD, MPH, President and CEO, CARE USA, April 18 2007 at the

· Hearing of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs “Maternal and Child Health, Family Planning, Reproductive Health  http://www.care.org/newsroom/articles/2007/04/gayle_testimony_041807.pdf
· Meeting MDG5: Improving Maternal Health, Findings from CARE’s Learning Tour to Ethiopia
· September 8-10, 2010 ​- http://www.care.org/getinvolved/LearningTour/Ethiopia-Learning-Tour-Trip-Report.pdf
Suggested Movies

· A Walk to Beautiful – obstetric fistula - With deeply personal dramas and breathtaking cinematography, the award-winning A Walk to Beautiful (85 min.) follows five Ethiopian women on their journey from devastating childbirth injury to health and freedom.
· Love, Labor, Loss is a documentary film and community organizing campaign that originated in 2003 during a time when few people knew about the childbearing injury called obstetric fistula. It is based around the concept that big change can occur in small steps if concerned individuals had access to the right resources, were given adequate guidance, and were given the freedom to educate, empower and organize their own communities around issues that mattered to them. www.lovelaborloss.com
· Mama Madou - A short film profiling a 65-year old woman from the DR Congo who has been living with obstetric fistula for most of her life, produced for UNFPA's Campaign to End Fistula.

· Freedom from Fistula – from UNFPA Video Library - An overview of the Campaign to End Fistula workings in Liberia, showing striking scenes of women & girls in their quest for treatment & a new life, free of obstetric fistula, a devastating child-bearing injury that affects more than 2 million women.(http://video.unfpa.org/video/0-85687920001-freedom-from-fistula)

Internet Movie Resources

· YouTube - Watch free movies - high quality online documentary films. Upload documentaries free.  

· Hulu Documentaries - http://www.hulu.com/documentaries
· Freedocumentaries.org - streams full-length documentary films free of charge, with no registration needed. For several films, we even offer the ability to watch trailers or to download the actual film. 
