To:  NJ AAUW                                               From: Poughkeepsie AAUW

Date: Summer 2014     




  Re: Working with Girl Scouts

PROPOSAL: To adopt the AAUW-Girl Scout Project as a Poughkeepsie Branch Initiative, listed among the Poughkeepsie Branch's Community Outreach and Initiatives on the web site and in the annual brochure, as well as reported regularly in "The Branch" and in Girl Scout communications.

 

1. It is an initiative in that I initiated the project in response to a need I saw in keeping older Girl Scouts involved despite busy schedules that conflict with regular troop meetings, and in my experience with AAUW and our past and present initiatives. It is a collaboration in that we would be working with the Girl Scouts. 

 

2. It is a natural outgrowth of our Girls Conference Reunions. All of us currently involved with the collaboration with the Girl Scouts worked on the Girls Conference and Reunions for a number of years. The Reunions suffered from diminishing attendance in relation to the Girls Conference. The Girl Scouts provide an ongoing structure to encourage attendance. 

 

3. Since the Girl Scouts are providing for the facilities, insurance, chaperonage, and financing, AAUW need not be concerned with these issues, whose execution so often fall upon the same people in our Branch. Also, we are not asked to contribute any money.

 

4. Our members like one-time service opportunities, and many of our members have knowledge and skills that they are adept in presenting. (Our science activities presentation for the Girl Scout Leaders many years ago was top-rated by those Leaders.) This is an evening time slot, good for those who cannot volunteer during the day or on weekends. With almost 400 members we have a large pool of potential volunteers. Other resources are being tapped so we will not be on the hook, but AAUW will be a primary source of volunteers and of referrals to additional presenters.

 

5. The Girl Scouts have a mission quite similar to AAUW's - education and equity for girls - and reach all classes and ethnic groups. This project encourages girls from all over Dutchess County to interact and learn together. Future sessions include STEM-related math games (the focus of one Girls Conference Reunion), self-esteem by storytelling (the focus of another Reunion), and women's rights around the world in the Girl Scout Journey Girltopia.

 

Brief Review of the AAUW-Girl Scout Project as presented last month:

WHO: Cadette, Senior, and Ambassador Girl Scouts and all girls grades 6-12 in Dutchess County

WHAT: Series of monthly events - tentative schedule:

            May 17, 2013            Game Night

            October 18, 2013       Paper Crafts

            November 15, 2013    Game Night

            December 20, 2013    Dance

            January 17, 2014       Cooking

            February 15, 2014      Wreaths and Flower Arranging

            March 21, 2014          Storytelling

            April 11, 2014            Scrap Booking

            May 16, 2014            Fiber Crafts

WHEN: Usually third Fridays of the month

WHERE: Usually R.C. Ketcham cafeteria

 

Girl Scouts are the largest girl-serving organization in the United States, with 2.3 million girls, ages 5-17.

Mission Statement: "To build girls of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a better place." The program helps girls discover what they can do, learn to connect with others, and take action to improve the world around them.

 

 AAUW GIRL SCOUT PROJECT
 

Goal: To collaborate with the Girl Scouts on programs for girls

Objectives:
    1. To present programming for girls in grades 6-12

    2. To involve AAUW members in one-time service opportunities

    3. To reach out to potential members who support our mission

Completed Activities:
    October 18, 2013        Paper Crafts: origami, weaving, stamping, etc.

    November 15, 2013     Games: math, language, cooperative

    December 20, 2013     Dance: line, Irish step, jazz, hip-hop

    January 26, 2014        "Girltopia": envisioning a perfect world

    February 7, 2014        Cooking (rescheduled from January 24)

    February 9, 2014        "Girltopia": history of women's rights in U.S.A.

    February 15, 2014      Jewelry Making

    February 23, 2014      "Girltopia":  challenges for women around the world

    March 9, 2014            "Girltopia": service opportunities

    March 21, 2014          Scrapbooking

    April 11, 2014             Storytelling

    

Contact Person:

Peggy Kelland   - smkell45@aol.com
 

 

