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NY/NJ WILD (Women In Leadership Development) Project

Happy Birthday, Eleanor! – Celebrating International Day of the Girl
October 11th, 2014

Background Information on International Day of the Girl
· http://dayofthegirl.org/
· http://www.un.org/en/events/girlchild/
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Day_of_the_Girl_Child
· http://dayofthegirlsummit.org
· http://girlsrights.org
The Girl Effect 
· The Youtube video “The Girl Effect” is a good way to educate yourself and your members of the plight of young girls in developing countries. www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e8xgF0JtVg
· Be sure to visit The Girl Effect website for more information.  www.girleffect.org
Create an Eleanor Roosevelt Birthday Club

· Become a GI – Get Inspired/Get Informed/Get Involved

· Do something for girls inspired by a quote from Eleanor Roosevelt as a gift for her birthday

· It can be done on a local, state or national level.

· Look at the MDG’s, Girls Rights or the Universal Declaration for Human Rights for inspiration.

· Create a ‘Girls Hall of Fame’ for girls in your community; award girls of various age groups for their commitment to improving the lives of other girls.
Get Girls Involved in National Model UN - NMUN Conferences

Expanding Our Reach Globally - These programs provide a diverse group of informed college/university students and faculty from all over the world a forum for addressing global concerns in a real world context. These conferences foster global citizenship and address current world issues related to regional conflicts, peacekeeping, human rights, women and children, economic and social development, and the environment. They strive to provide students with a better understanding of the inner working of the UN and to foster skills in diplomacy and compromise.  http://nmun.org/
Background info - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_United_Nations
Model United Nation | Home - www.model-unitednations.org/index.html
Model UN : How to Participate - www.unausa.org/…ssrooms-model-un/how-to-participate
Model United Nations: FAQ - UN Cyberschoolbus www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/modelun/faq.html
The United Nations Cyberschoolbus is a website about global issues and the UN, for students ages 5-18 and their teachers.
Get Girls Involved in Leadership

· Look for leadership programs designed specifically for girls. There are many organizations that provide just this.  Be sure to consult your local Girl Scouts, YWCA or other organizations in your community.  
· Girls Leadership Worldwide at the Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val-kill, Hyde Park NY
- http://www.ervk.org/html/glw.html
· Eileen Fisher Leadership Institute, Irvington NY
- http://www.efli-life.org/
· AAUW’s National Conference of College Women Student Leaders – NCCWSL

- http://www.nccwsl.org/
Let’s Hear It For The Girls – 11 Girls Everyone Should Know!
· Use the list of girls as a start to your own branch/state list of girls everyone should know, both historical and contemporary. This list is in additional resources.
· Create a ‘ballot’ and have members select their 11 personal favorites.
11 Days/Weeks/Months of Action in honor of ER & International Day of the Girl*
“No Act is too small; you may never know the full extent of your impact. Activism is contagious. While you may be one person, your voice and actions can touch others, whose voices and actions can touch still others, and so forth until we experience change. This is how activism works.” (Fight Like a Girl by Megan Seely)

· Girlcott! You can use your power as a consumer to force multi-national corporations to pay attention to you.
· Make magazines pay for their dirty deeds. If you’re peeved about negative portrayals of girls in magazines, say so!
· Wear it on your sleeve. Make a statement about your personal passions.
· Preach it, teach it! Reach out to others girls to share your knowledge and talents in a way that benefits all of us.
· Rule the school. Put yourself in a position of power.
· Make sure the playing field is even. Let everyone know the score for gender equity at your school.
· Flip the switch on sexist entertainment. Do something audacious: change the channel!
· There ‘oughta’ be a law. At every stage, no matter the issue, contact your lawmakers to tell them what you want them to do!
· Read them the riot act. Get into the habit of sounding off by writing letters to the editors!

· Share your story, drop the shame. Every time you stand up for yourself and other girls, the ability that others have to disparage us gets even smaller.

· Be a link in the chain. Become part of a network of girls who are plugged into the world and watching out for girls in it.
Primer on Girls Issues*

In order to tackle the issues that directly impact the lives of girls, we have to identify them as barriers to our full participation in the world. Read our issues primer, written by girls who care about these issues and are committed to working towards solutions. Be sure to check out the opinion sections, where you can add your own comments! http://dayofthegirl.org/girls-issues/

Overview: Injustices Locally & Globally

· Negative Media Images by Anika, 19

· Title IX: Sports & Education Equity Guaranteed by Torrie & Julia, both 16

· U.S. Girl Dropout Crisis by Mira, 20

· Relationship Abuse: Teen Dating & Domestic Violence by Joanne, 19

· Sex Trafficking in America by Shannon, 19

· Limited Work Opportunities by Joanne, 19

· Rape Culture by Kristina, 24

· Girls Denied Education Worldwide by Shannon, 19

· Global Gender-Based Violence by Shannon, 19

· Child Marriage: Tragic Tradition by Mira, 20

· Female Mutilation: Human Right Horror by Elena, 18

*From – www.dayofthegirl.org
Individual/Personal Plan of Action
1) Get to Know Eleanor – read more about her.

2) Memorize meaningful quotes of ER.
3) Become  WILD – join the conversation – contact Joan Monk (ftmaven@gmail.com)

4) Watch one of the many movies about ER and FDR

5) Honor Eleanor on her birthday, celebrate with a girl in honor of International Day of the Girl. 
6) Start an advocacy or philanthropy tradition with the girls in your family.

7) Learn more about Eleanor’s work at the UN, especially the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
8) Visit the United Nations, if you can’t get to NYC explore the UN website.

-Attend the CTAUN 2015 Conference (www.teachun.org)

- Plan to be part of the Committee on the Status of Women (CSW59) in 2015.
9) Tune in to UN events that are simulcast.  Also the events at the UN are webcast and   often archived at WebTV.un.org.
     10) Support Women in politics both local, state and national levels
11) Lessons in Lobbying - Take your daughter/granddaughter/niece to Capitol Hill/Trenton/Albany
Branch Plan of Action to Honor Eleanor/Celebrate International Day of the Girl

1) Go WILD – Get your branch involved in the NY/NJ Leadership Read – Leadership the Eleanor Roosevelt Way by Robin Gerber.  Recommend this book as part of your study groups or book clubs.

2) Add an Eleanor quote to your agenda each month.

3) Consider taking action in honor of ER with 11 Days/Weeks/Months of Action

4) Support NCCWSL by raising money to send a girl from your area. Be sure to invite her to speak to your branch upon her return from the event.

5) Investigate Elect Her/Start Smart/Running & Winning. Bring these programs to women in your community.

6) “Say it with Popcorn” - Have an Eleanor Movie Night.

7) Ask your local library to have a special book display during the month of October in honor of Eleanor and International Day of the Girl.

8) Enjoy a Readers Theatre Presentation of “Eleanor Roosevelt-First Lady of the World”
9) Lead the Way – Design a new project/program that ER would be proud of! 

· NY – Focus on STEM or Common Core

· NJ – Pay Equity or Human Trafficking 
10) Support women in politics on all levels 
11) Take a ‘Road Trip” to Val-Kill 
11 Additional Resources on AAUW NYS Website/NYS Projects www.aauw-nys.org
· Booklist

· Movies Popular 

· You-tube Videos

· ER’s Most Popular Quotes

· Readers Theatre Script

· Articles of Interest

· 11 Girls Everyone Should Know

· ER Papers Project - http://www.gwu.edu/~erpapers/

· Community Connections – Girltopia and AAUW Connects @ YWCA

· Merry Christmas, ER

· The Christmas Story by Eleanor Roosevelt
I look forward to hearing from you with questions/concerns/progress as we celebrate

 International Day of the Girl throughout NYS.  Thanks for all you do to grow AAUW NYS,

Joan Monk, AAUW NYS Special Projects (ftmaven@gmail.com or 914-245-7704)
