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The New NYS Project – “NYS AAUW – UN Women: Embracing Eleanor”
1) “Leadership the Eleanor Roosevelt Way”

· Robin Gerber’s keynote resonated with the membership at the AAUW National Convention in New Orleans in June. She agreed to support us in a year long/month by month/chapter by chapter study of her book “Leadership the Eleanor Roosevelt Way.”
· Branch participation is encouraged via conference call by:
-having a single member participating in all 12 conference calls then reporting back to the branch

-having a group of 6/12 members participating either once/twice in the conference calls and reporting back to their group/branch on a monthly basis

-use this opportunity to mentor younger women as they too read “Leadership the Eleanor Roosevelt Way” and reflect on its’ contents and their experiences

· This initiative will begin in January of 2014.  It is being developed in collaboration with New Jersey AAUW as a replicable model, in support of our UN representative, Melissa Guardaro. 
· If book groups are interested in reading this book, there is a reading guide by Robin.

Contact Joan Monk, AAUW NYS District Director (ftmaven@gmail.com or 914-245- 7704) if you’d like to participate or if you’d like a copy of the reading guide.
2) Celebrating the International Day of the Girl on October 11th
· There is no better way to honor the legacy of Eleanor Roosevelt than promoting this celebration of girls that falls on her birthday, October 11th. This celebration is in its second year and we are delighted to spread the word.

· The You-Tube video “The Girl Effect” is a good way to educate your members of the plight of young girls in developing countries. www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e8xgF0JtVg
· Be sure to visit The Girl Effect website for more information.  www.girleffect.org
· For many branches, this may be their first introduction to this special day.  Remember to start small/expand gradually/think in terms of year.  You can easily make this a special part of your October meeting. Think of ways you can celebrate girls all year through.

· A Message from Melissa Guardaro, our AAUW Representative at the UN

International Day of the Girl will be celebrated on October 11, 2013 at the United Nations and in numerous cities, towns and villages around the world. This year's theme for International Day of the Girl is "Innovating for Girls' Education". 

AAUW is working through the Working Group on Girls to host a girl's "Speak Out" at the United Nations on October 11th from 3:00-5:00.  Six girls have been selected to speak at the United Nations, sharing their strategies for creating change in their community as well as identifying how the international community can support their work. This event will be webcast live and archived on UNTV.

Please register at DayoftheGirlSummit.org to view the live webcast and participate in the 11 days of action beginning on October 1st. This is a dynamic virtual platform that advances the movement for girls' rights. Last year over 3500 people from 26 countries and 50 girls' organizations joined the Summit activities on October 11th. This year, we will build from that momentum to amplify the voices and needs of girls. 

Join the movement for girls' rights!

3) Developing your own Branch ‘UN Women” Initiative

· It is our hope that branches will take these ideas and create programs/projects that speak to their membership and community.  
· We have two AAUW NYS members working at the UN – Melissa Guardaro, the AAUW Representative and Geeta Desai, for IFUW (International Federation of University Women). 
· Geeta is also the Public Policy Convener for Women Graduates – USA and has a blog that focuses on current issues facing women and girls. Here is the website for interested members– www.wg-usa.org/advocacyblog.
· The CTAUN Conference this year is on Friday, 1/31/14 and members are welcome to attend. Its focus is “Promoting Peace through Education.” (www.ctaun.org)
This new NYS Project is a work in progress.  If you have ideas or suggestions to make it better, please contact me at ftmaven@gmail.com or 914-245-7704.  
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