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Quote from “The Eleanor Roosevelt Encyclopedia” edited by Maurine H. Beasley, Holly C. Schulman, and Henry R. Beasley, page 559.
ER wrote in an article in the April 1944 Reader’s Digest, entitled “Women at the Peace Conference,” that women should be included in delegations to peace talks. Two months later, on 14 June, she opened a White House Conference on How Women May Share in Post-War Policy-Making. Delegates heard reports from six women who had represented the United States at recent international assemblies related to peacetime social programs. As a result of discussions, delegates determined to initiate and maintain a roster of able women from which the Department of State could make recommendations to the president for appointments. State Department officials expressed an interest but made no visible effort to expand the role of women in foreign affairs. Nonetheless, women’s organizations, especially the American Association of University Women, continued to promote women’s advancement in policy making posts. Ultimate success came to advocates when President Harry S. Truman in 1945 named ER as U. S. delegate to the first meeting of the United Nations General Assembly.
