To: AAUW NJ







From: Joan Monk
Re: Special Projects AAUW Connects @ the YWCA

Date: Summer 2014
Collaborating with your local YWCA offers many opportunities for us to showcase both our national programs and the gifts and talents of our membership. Feel free to use this as a guide to create programs that are particular and unique to your branch and local community.
Both the Westchester Branch and the Empire State Virtual Branch are working in collaboration with the YWCA of Yonkers NY and AAUW NYS District Director, Joan Monk.  The YWCA Executive Director, Yejide Okunribido, Esq. is in the process of creating a coalition of women’s organizations from the Westchester area in support of local women. Yejide was both impressed and excited about many of our AAUW initiatives.  Since the mission statement of both organizations is focused on empowering women, this collaboration could be easily replicated in other communities throughout NYS.  It is our hope that branches will use the expertise of their members to adopt this model to the needs of their community.
The funds ($150) we are requesting would be used to create a resource library of ‘bucket books’ for the YWCA staff and multi-cultural Mother Goose Books for of the early childhood program.
1.  Explore Your Opportunities STEM Conference:  AAUW Westchester will hold this conference for 7th grade girls on April 12, 2014.  The cost for each participant is $15. YWCA Yonkers would like to send some girls to attend.  The AAUW organizers have been informed, and a "Save the Date" mailing will be sent out to Yejide after Thanksgiving, and registration information in January.  For more information about the conference, please check our conference website: http://aauw-eyoconference.org/
2.  Tech Wise Summer Camp:  AAUW is holding a one-week STEM summer camp for middle school girls at the College of Mount Saint Vincent in 2014.  YWCA Yonkers would like to send some girls to attend this camp.  We will start registration in the February time frame.  A brochure will be sent to Yejide at that time.

3.  $tart $mart Pay Negotiation Workshop: YWCA Yonkers is interested in holding an abbreviated version of the workshop for advertising purposes in January 2014 one of the evenings from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  The date is to be determined.

4. Running and Winning Workshop: AAUW Westchester and the Westchester League of Women Voters organize a one-day program with women high school students and women elected officials. The officials tell their stories and talk with the students, who then work in groups to develop campaigns around a timely public issue. The 2014 conference is scheduled for April 10th at the White Plains YWCA. Yonkers YWCA may want to sponsor students for this very effective conference to encourage young women to develop leadership skills and run for office. 

4. Workshop Possibilities: As part of the wellness series, the following one hour topics would be led by AAUW members
· Leadership the Eleanor Roosevelt Way by Robin Gerber 

· The Happiness Project – based on the book by Gretchen Ruben

· Financial Literacy

· Communication Skills

· Mentoring

· TBD

5. Professional Development for Teaching Staff – taught by Joan Monk – 90 minutes/session, dates to be determined in 2014.
· Bucket Filling from A-Z: The Key to Being Happy - Bucket filling is the moment by moment choice to be kind and caring. Teaching and encouraging students to be “bucket fillers” is one of the greatest gifts you can give them.  It is the key to being happy! 

· Fairy Tale Play – Engages students in the magic and mystery of fairy tales from basic story structure and literacy skills to fairy tale fun in the classroom and on my playground.
· Maximizing Mother Goose - includes both Mother Goose Math & Ready to Read with Mother Goose. This is a new emergent literacy pilot program for working with inner city preschool children and their teachers. It has classic Mother Goose stories as its core and incorporates multi-cultural rhymes, songs and lullabies reflective of families and traditions all over the world. This is a proactive approach to stemming the tide of the ‘prek to prison pipeline’ where prison spots are predicated on the number of young black boys in prekindergarten programs.
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